_______________ ___________     AP STUDIO ART 2-D: Portfolio
SYLLABUS

Course Description

This course is designed to provide students with an in-depth investigation of all three aspects of the AP Studio Art portfolio which include Quality, Concentration and Breadth.  Students will begin the semester working on their Breadth section to allow them to experiment with materials and subject master their studio skills and concepts.  Students will be expected to master studio skills, compositional techniques and the investigation and execution of ideas.  Students will be shown past Advanced Placement portfolios for benchmarks and inspiration.  The course begins with observational drawing using graphite, charcoal, pastel, colored pencil and acrylic. Special emphasis will be placed on communication through composition and design. 
Prerequisites

Students must complete at least one or a combination of the following courses in order to be considered for any of the AP courses offered at our school, Introduction to Art, Drawing/Painting I-4, Sculpture 1-4, Photography 1-4, and Printmaking.

Course Objectives

· Begin developing a creative vision, allowing them to express ideas and emotions individually.
· Introduction to historically significant artists, both past and present, and utilize them as influences on individual concepts and creative expression. 

· Learn to conceptualize and exercise critical judgment based on formal concepts.

· Learn advanced photographic theory and history including the function of the different components of the camera, the chemistry of film and how it works, light and its effect on photography, and photographic composition.

· Participate in critiques and discuss their own work as well as the work of peers.

· Explore concentration topic in depth; students are expected to develop a body of work that is an investigation of a theme or an idea. 
· Purposeful decision-making about how to use the elements and principles of art in an integrative way.

· Develop own ideas verbally and in writing regarding own work. Students will use the AP Rubric to evaluate their work and examine how to move the work forward from mid-range work to higher level achievement.
· Understand that making art is an on going process that uses informed and critical decision making as the work is developed and selections for the portfolio are being made. 
2-D Design Portfolio
The content of this class includes three areas:
A. Study of historical and contemporary artists and trends. In addition to class work, students are expected to visit galleries and local museums on their own and write written critiques of their experiences. 

B.  A sketchbook to be composed of visual ideas, notes, photos, doodles, plans, short      assignments, quick drawings, and practice of various techniques. Fill a sketchbook with sketches, ideas, research, experimentation and everything you see and record that interests you. Sketchbooks will also be used as a canvas to explore media and to complete various mixed media techniques. Many art schools like to see a students’ sketchbook to see how they develop their work. 

C. The student will produce a portfolio that addresses three major concerns:
Quality (Original works submitted) 

Five matted works for 2D Design

These should be the student’s best work, selected for excellence not only in content but also in technique and craftsmanship. 

Concentration

This should include 12 slides exploring a single visual concern in depth. When a subject is settled on, the student should spend considerable time developing it. The concentration is a body of related works based on an individual’s interest and study in a particular idea.  It should show investigation, growth, and discovery involved with a compelling visual concept. The concentration is usually completed in the second term.  I will be looking for the quality of ideas, and quality of execution of work.

Breadth
This is a set of works showing mastery of varied media, techniques, and subject matter. At least 12 different processes, techniques and 12 different approaches to photography and 2-D Art are explored. Design portfolios require 12 slides of 12 different works.  Submission of a portfolio in May is mandatory to receive AP credit.
Possible Breadth Assignments:

1.  Color theory painting

2.  Self promotional poster - graphic design

3.  Color - positive/negative shape

4.  Abstraction

5.  Typographic self portrait

6.  High Contrast 
7.  Value study

8.  Color theory landscape

9.  Expressive color perspective
10. Linoleum texture
11. Line scratchboard

12. Mixed Media with emphasis on principles
Student Self-Evaluation
Students will evaluate their work based on the following criteria:





Poor
Moderate     Good
 Strong
   Excellent

Excellence in use of materials
1            2               3            4                        5

Excellent use of technique

Inventive/imaginative

1            2               3            4                        5

Evidence of thinking                  1
          2             3              4                         5

Clear visual intent

Purposeful composition              1            2             3              4                         5

Awareness of style                     1            2             3             4                         5

Sensitive/evocative                    1           2             3              4                         5

Following the self evaluation process, students will determine their strengths and weaknesses in the body of work using the following questions.

1. How have you utilized the art elements, please explain.

2. Analyze how the work is organized. Example composition.

3. Please discuss the level of craftsmanship used in composition.

4. Discuss how the elements and principles support the content.

5. Discuss any symbolism or hidden meaning in piece.

6. Discuss your intent of the piece and is it fully realized?
Bibliography:
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Grades:
Two assignments every two weeks will be graded using the AP Rubric.  There are standards of quality in student work, the expectations are based on a range of past AP student accomplishments, evidence of thought, care, and effort demonstrated in the work.  All of these elements will be discussed with students, individually and in class critiques.
Copyright Issues:
All work must be original.  Students are expected to develop their own personal imagery.  When published photographs or the works of other artists are used they should be in the service of a personal vision. Any published images should be altered in such a substantial way that it moves beyond just duplication.  This is a matter of artistic integrity.

If you or your parents are concerned about your performance in this class, please don’t hesitate to speak with me or contact me via email. If necessary, after school appointments will be scheduled. 

I have read and understood the requirements and expectations outlined in the AP 2-D Design Studio Syllabus
X______________________________________
parent/guardian

X______________________________________
student      [image: image1.png]
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