_______________ ___________     AP STUDIO ART Drawing Portfolio
SYLLABUS

Course Description

This course is designed to provide students with an in-depth studio experience and to facilitate a strong body of artwork to be submitted to the College Board for Advanced Placement college credit, scholarships, and college opportunities. This course is for 11th and 12th grade students who are currently working at the highest level, both technically and conceptually, and seeks to provide them with an experience equivalent to that of a college level introductory course in studio art. Students achieving high scores on their portfolios in this course may receive college credit. This is a Visual Arts class and the students will be expected to make artwork. Students will assemble a body of artwork that demonstrates a high level of quality in content, technique, and process. This class is taught as a College Level Foundations Art class and will be treated as such.
Prerequisites

Students must complete at least one or a combination of the following courses in order to be considered for any of the AP courses offered at our school, Introduction to Art, Drawing/Painting I-4, Sculpture 1-4, Photography 1-4, and Printmaking.

Course Objectives

· Begin to develop a creative vision that allows you to express ideas and emotions through 3-d forms.
· Learn about historically significant Artists, both past and present, and utilize them as influences on individual concepts and creative expression. 

· Learn to conceptualize and exercise critical judgment based on formal concepts.

· Proper use of equipment, tools, and techniques. 

· Purposeful decision-making about how to use the elements and principles of art in an integrative way.

· Learn to develop your own ideas and problem solving techniques through research. 

· Experiment with content and process -- try new things.

Drawing Portfolio 
The content of this class has three parts, as follows:

A. Study of historical and contemporary artists and trends. In addition to class work, students are expected to visit galleries and local museums on their own and create written critiques of their experiences. 

B.  A sketchbook to be composed of visual ideas, notes, photos, doodles, plans, short      assignments, quick drawings, and practice of various techniques. Fill a sketchbook with sketches, ideas, research, experimentation and everything you see and record that interests you. Sketchbooks will also be used as a canvas to experiment with various multi-media techniques. Many art schools like to see a students’ sketchbook to see how they develop their work. 

C. The student will produce a portfolio that addresses three major concerns:
Quality (Original works) – 

5 Pieces
These should be the student’s best work, selected for excellence not only in content but also in technique and craftsmanship. 

Concentration

This should include 12 slides exploring a single visual concern in depth. When a subject is settled on, the student should spend considerable time developing it. A concentration is a body of related works based on an individual’s interest and study in a particular idea. It should show investigation, growth, and discovery involved with a compelling visual concept. The concentration is usually completed in the second term.

BREADTH

This is a set of works showing mastery of varied media, techniques, and subject matter. At least 12 different processes, techniques and 12 different approaches to Sculpture are explored. Drawing portfolios require 12 slides of 12 different works. 

Submission of a portfolio in May is mandatory to receive AP credit.

Artistic Responsibilities

· Staying on task and devoting your utmost attention to your work is very important for success in this course.
· Searching for what arouses your curiosity. Make your work about the things that interest you and keep you up at night. Pursue your work with passion; do not settle for an unresolved problem. It is your responsibility to make your work personal and important to you.
· DEADLINES: Make all the deadlines and complete all assignments.
· Participation in critiques. Only work that is finished will be critiqued and graded. An important part of the course in ongoing review, reflection (critique) of your own work and that of others.

· Submit a completed portfolio for submission, incomplete portfolios will be submitted.
Copyright Issues:

All work must be original.  If students use someone else’s work or a published image as a basis for their own pieces, there must be significant alteration to the piece for it to be considered original.  Students are expected to understand and adhere to a high standard of artistic integrity.

Requirements / Supplies

· Each student will be required to keep a visual sketchbook, specifically for this course, which should be brought to class and worked in during each class meeting. The purchase of this sketchbook is the responsibility of the student.

*   Students are expected to work everyday.
· Pack of 10 slide sheets.

· Drawing Portfolio Fees
There is a $60.00 fee per year for this class. 

Costs for lost or damaged equipment must be paid by the end of the last grading period.

Grading Policy

Each sculpture assignment will be graded on the following criteria:

· Aesthetic Quality

· Technical/ Craftsmanship

· Completion

Final grade will be determined by:

· 70%
Drawing assignments, written assignments, tests.

· 30%
sketchbook assignments, class participation including class discussions and critiques.

Letter grades will be:

A
excellent, superior, above and beyond the required assignment.

B
good, meets the requirements for the assignment.

C
average, meets the requirements.

F
Failing to meet any requirements for the assignment.

Any assignment not turned in will count as a zero. Grades of zero will be averaged in your final grade. You may not redo or revise a zero.

Make-up work for Absences

All students are responsible for assignments given on absentee days. It is the student’s responsibility to ask for the information necessary to make up missed work. Failure to do so will result in an “F” for the assignment. Due dates for make-up work will be determined by the amount of time the student was absent. Only students with excused admits can make up work! Students must get admits within 48 hours of an absence.

Redo Assignments
You will have the opportunity to redo projects in an attempt to improve your letter grade. You must turn in both the failed assignment and the redo. For a grade change to occur, the redo must be significantly better in quality than the original. Only students who initially turned in assignments on time will be allowed to redo work.  A redo will not guarantee a better grade.

Attendance and Tardy Policy
1) Attendance is mandatory and repeated absences will affect your final grade.

2) Students are required to be inside the classroom when the bell rings. Any student not in the classroom will be marked tardy in the grade book. 

3) Three tardies result in a detention and a phone call home.

4) All school policies regarding absences and tardies will be strictly enforced.

Recommended Reading:

· Drawing Space, Form and Expression  By Wayne Enstice and Melody Peters
· The Art of Responsive Drawing By Nathan Goldstein
If you or your parents are concerned about your performance in this class, please don’t hesitate to speak with me or contact me via email. If necessary, after school appointments will be scheduled. 

I have read and understood the requirements and expectations outlined in the AP Drawing Studio – Drawing Syllabus.

X______________________________________
parent/guardian

X______________________________________
student
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