	Introduction to Art                                           Teacher: Ms. Chappell – chappelld@fultonschools.org

	Introduction to Art is a course designed to acquaint students with the high school art program. This one semester course will be directed as a study in design. All assignments will be geared toward a clearer understanding of the elements of art and the principles of design, as well as their effect on us as artists and consumers. This is a prerequisite for all other art courses except Art History. At the completion of their course, the student may select to move into advanced art courses in fields such as drawing & painting, ceramics, sculpture, photography, fabric design, jewelry design, and computer art.



	Objectives:
	1.
	Learn about the historical development of art.

	
	2.
	Learn about the elements of art and principles of design.

	
	3.
	Learn how to talk about art and how other artists evaluate artwork.

	
	4.
	Learn how to use a variety of tools and media to create your own kinds of visual expression.

	
	5. 
	Participate in dialogue concerning aesthetic, ethical, and philosophical issues concerning art.

	
	6.
	Learn about the many art related careers in our society.



	Requirements: (Supplies students are responsible for is attached.)

	1.
	Sketch Book – Students will keep a sketchbook that will be used as a visual journal. The sketchbook will be used in class for notes and examples of the theories of design and composition as well as periodic assignments outside of class given by the teacher to reinforce work done in class. Students are encouraged to sketch everyday if possible. 

	2. 
	Class Assignments, classroom discussions, and activities – students will complete all class work and participate in class discussions and activities.

	3. 
	Binder – Students will need a binder to organize all notes and handouts.

	4. 
	Art Donation – students are asked for a $10 donation to offset the supply usage in this class. It will be collected in the first week of class.



	Textbook – The textbook for this class will be Art Talk, Ragans, Glencoe Publishing, 2005.

The textbook will be assigned to the student during the first week of class and will be used in class almost everyday; however student should not hesitate to take the book home to complete worksheets for units we are studying or on days prior to tests. The book will be returned in good condition at the end of the semester or fines will be assessed.



	Grading Criteria: Students will be given specific objectives and grading criteria for each assignment. Handouts and specific criteria/rubrics for each assignment should be kept in a binder. Students are expected to complete each assignment to the best of his/her ability. 
                                                 (The recovery process is explained on back)

	The total semester grade will be an average of the following parts:

	
	65%
	Studio assignments completed in class.

	
	15%
	Visual Journal assignments, Tests, and Quizzes

	
	15%
	Final Exam

	
	5%
	Participation/Life Skills

	Fulton County uses the following grading scale:
	90-100 = A
	80-89 = B
	70-79 = C
	69-Below = F



	Parents will be notified by phone or email after 2 zeroes are recorded and/or when the student is in danger of failing. The school’s policy regarding recovery is included on the back of this letter. Please review this syllabus with your child, then sign and return it to the art teacher tomorrow. The signed syllabus will be kept on file in the Art Office. 


Information and Expectations….
PASSES  - A pass from the teacher must first be obtained before leaving the room.  You will only be allowed to leave the room for an emergency or to go to the restroom.  Students will use the Agenda in the Student Handbook for passes. A student may be asked to make up time missed from class before or after school, if being out of class becomes too frequent.

CLEAN UP - Students are responsible for taking care of equipment and supplies as well as cleaning up after themselves.  When cleanup time is called, each student must clean his/her immediate area and also the common areas of the room (sinks, counters, tools, etc.).  The cleanup grade is a part of the student’s Life Skills grade which counts as 5% of the final grade for the class. 

STORAGE OF WORK – Students will be expected to store their work in assigned area.  Any artwork left out at the end of the class or the end of the semester will be thrown away.  Students are held accountable for all of their own work assigned in and out of class.

TURN IN BOX – Students are responsible for putting their work on the designated class shelf in the Turn in Box, on or before the assigned due date.  Work must be totally complete before turning it in.  IF THE WORK IS NOT ON SHELF BY GIVEN DUE DATE WORK WILL NOT BE GRADED! 
STUDENT ABSENCE - It is the responsibility of the student to make up all work missed.  It is also the responsibility of the student to obtain from the teacher, any notes, handouts, directions or other information missed due to absence.  Work done by one student may not be copied or shared with another student.  (This includes worksheets done in class which may be used in preparation for a test or sometimes on “Open Notes” tests.)  If a project is due on a day when the student is absent, he/she is to turn in the assignment on the day that he/she returns to class.

FOOD/DRINKS - In accordance with school rules students are not allowed to eat or drink in the art rooms.

CONDUCT - A student will receive a lower conduct grade if the teacher determines that his/her art grade is dropping due to his/her behavior. Repeated misconduct may result in detention or other disciplinary action.

DETENTION - When the student’s behavior interferes with his or her effort to study art, or interferes with other student’s effort to study art, the teacher may choose to assign detention.  Detentions may be assigned for reasons such as the following:  breaking any school rule, repeatedly not having materials for class, disruptive behavior, tardies to class (see note on TARDIES below), as well as other behaviors that have a negative effect on the learning environment in class.  These detentions will be served at the convenience of the teacher within 3 days of the offense.  Detention not being served will result in disciplinary action being taken by the school office.

NEW TARDY POLICY – The door will be locked right after the tardy bell rings.  If you are late, report to the attendance office to get a pass to class.  You will not be let into class without a pass from the office. See Tardy Policy in your Student Handbook.
HONOR CODE - Students may not share nor receive assistance on any work for which they will receive a grade.  Please refer to page 4-5 of the Student Handbook for a statement concerning consequences for honor code violations. Study sheets which are used on open notes tests may not be done in collaboration with another student.

RECOVERY POLICY  -  
1. Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. 

2. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.

3. Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester. 

4. All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

5. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

6. Student has NOT received a “0” for any assignment.

LIFE SKILLS - Life skills include things such as: preparing daily for class, making a positive contribution to class, 100% of time on task, showing good listening skills, being present and on time to class, taking part in all aspects of the class including maintaining equipment and cleanup, using kind words and actions toward others, giving serious effort and attention to work.

	I have read the syllabus and understand the expectations in Introduction to Art.


	Student Signature:
	
	Home Phone: 
	

	Parent Signature:
	
	Work or Cell Phone:
	

	Email address:
	

	Your email address will ONLY be used for the purpose of informing you of your child’s work in Art.


Introduction to Art

Supply List

· 2B, 4B, and 6B pencils

· Kneaded Rubber Eraser

· Art Gum Eraser or Pink Pearl Eraser

· Hand-held Pencil Sharpener

· Brushes – available in a 3 – or 4- Brush pack and should cost less than $10
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Supplies are easily available at the following stores:

                     Piedmont Peachtree Crossing  

                     3300 Piedmont Road, Suite 18 • 404.237.6331

             http://www.bindersart.com/
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                878 Peachtree Street, NE 

Downtown Atlanta • 404-347-9119

http://www.utrechtart.com/
Michaels  

Hobby Lobby

