Intro to Art: Unit 5 – Color

Lesson: Abstract Color Study
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Project Objectives: Create an abstract painting using the following:

· 4 color schemes: monochromatic, triad, complementary, and analogous

· plant forms to create abstract forms

· good painting and mixing techniques

· create visual movement within each color scheme

Mini-Labs:

· Color wheel with gradiated tertiary colors

· Color Scheme based on a chosen color

Reference: Art Talk, p. 134 - 157

Project Materials: Color Power Point; Abstraction Power Point; 12 x 18 white drawing paper; tempera paint: white, black, red, blue, and yellow; brushes; newsprint; pencil; tracing paper; house plants

Project Directions:

1. View the color power point as an introduction to the use of color by famous artists.

2.  Mini-Lab: Begin introduction to color through the creating the color wheel. Use a 12 x 18 drawing paper. Divide the paper to 12 x 12 square. Draw an X and then a vertical. In the center, make a circle, on each spoke draw an oval and rectangle alternating until you finish the all spokes. The ovals are for the primaries, the rectangles for the secondary’s, and the pieces in between are for tertiary colors that gradually go between tints and shades of each color. All primaries in the center. For the empty rectangle, draw 2 lines to divide the space into 3 rectangles, then in each space draw another rectangle. The 2 interior rectangles are for the primaries, and the outside for their complements.
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Mini-Lab: Using the color scheme worksheet, students will create a monochromatic color scale, an analogous color wheel, a triad color wheel, and a split-complement wheel using a base color. The color schemes will be used on the final painting.

4. View the abstraction power point to introduce how to abstract plant forms.

5. Using a piece of newsprint, 12 x 18; fold the paper twice to divide the paper into 4 sections. Begin drawing sections of the plant. The drawing does not need to be representational. Look for veins in the leaves to create patterns for painting. Begin to repeat elements within the other panes of the paper until there is a finished design. 

6. Transfer the design to the white drawing paper. In the four sections of the paper, paint a monochromatic section, a triad section, an analogous section, and a split-complementary section using the color schemes and base color from the color schemes mini-lab.

7. Complete the painting by outlining the sections of the painting with a thin pointed brush and shade of the base color.
