Ceramics 1:  Unit 2- Pinch Technique

Lesson: Abstracted Organic Forms

Project Objectives: Create a form using the following: 

· Fully plan the project using a journal page about the chosen a natural object found in the sea or on land
· Combined pinch pots (closed or open)

· To control the form, use a clay paddle to push the forms

· Use alternative firing methods – smoked firing 

Mini-Labs:

· Create an interesting mini form using combined pinch pots
· Glaze the combined pinch pot to learn good glazing techniques

Journal Prompt(s):

· Technique page on enclosed pinch pots

· Planning page on the object chosen for the project – plan the sculpture from at least three different views so you have an idea of how the sculpture will be completed

Reference: Experience Clay, page 47 “Joining Two Pieces of clay”; Abstract pinch pot forms Power Point

Project Materials: Stoneware clay; paddles; smoker and used motor oil

Main Project Directions:

1. After class demo, make a mini form using combined pinch pots. Use a paddle, if needed, to shape the form. If there are any parts of the form that are enclosed, be sure to put a hole in the bottom for expanding air to escape.

2. Make your journal page about the pinch pots. Be sure to include information about other artists who use the same technique.

3. After the class power point over abstract pinch pot forms, choose an object found in nature that you will use as inspiration when creating an abstracted pinch pot form.  
4. Make a planning page about your sculpture before beginning your sculpture; include sketches of 3 views, images of your chosen natural object. 
5. Begin your sculpture by starting with the largest shape first. Hint: you don’t need that much clay to make the form.
6. Keep the first form moist while you work in the second.

7. After the bisque firing, smoke fire the pieces by dipping them in used motor oil and wrapping them paper with sawdust. 

