	Ceramics I

	Teacher:
	Ms. Powell – powell23@fultonschools.org

	Fall Semester 2009

	Course Description: An introductory course in ceramics covering the three basic methods of handbuilding.  Students will produce ceramic artwork using pinch, slab, and coil techniques.  Students will learn the basic vocabulary of ceramics as well methods of surface treatment, firing, and other related aspects.  Art history, aesthetics, and art criticism will be incorporated throughout the course.

	Objectives:
	1.
	Create works in clay using preparatory sketches.

	
	2.
	Learn about the physical and aesthetic properties of clay.

	
	3.
	Become proficient with handbuilding techniques: pinch, coil, and slab.

	
	4.
	Explore contemporary ideas and express them in works of clay.

	
	5. 
	Become familiar with contemporary and historical ceramic artists and their works.

	
	6.
	Demonstrate proper and safe use of ceramic materials and tools.

	Student Responsibilities: (Students are responsible for supplies on the attached list.)

	1.
	Each student will come to class prepared and ready for the days work.

	2. 
	Each student will clean his or he own work area as well as any tools before the end of the class. Students who fail to do so will receive a private detention.

	3. 
	Students are expected to possess a level of professionalism within the class and demonstrate a desire to learn the subject. 

	4. 
	Supply Fee – students are asked for a $20 donation to offset the supply usage in this class. It will be collected in the first week of class. 

	Textbook – The textbook for this class will be Experience Clay, Mackey, Davis Publishing, 2003.

The textbook will be used in class; however student should not hesitate to check the book out to take home to complete worksheets for units we are studying or on days prior to tests. It is expected that the book will be returned in good condition once finished otherwise fines will be assessed.

	Grading Criteria: Students will be will graded on: craftsmanship, technique, and completion of the project; proper use of tools, materials, and time; and participation in class discussions and critiques. 
All incomplete assignments will be averaged as a “0.” 

LATE WORK WILL NOT BE EXCEPTED; 

Unless prior teacher approval has been granted, this is on an individual basis and is not a guarantee.  

	The total semester grade will be an average of the following parts:

	
	65%
	Studio Assignments
	15%
	Final Exam

	
	15%
	Visual Journal assignments, Tests, and Quizzes
	5%
	Participation 

	Fulton County uses the following grading scale:
	90-100 = A
	80-89 = B
	70-79 = C
	69-Below = F

	The recovery policy is explained on the back of this page.

	Parents will be notified by email if the student is in danger of failing. The school’s policy regarding recovery is included on the back of this letter. Please review this syllabus with your child, then sign and return it tomorrow. 
The signed syllabus will be kept on file in the Art Office. 

	I have read the syllabus and understand the expectations in Ceramics I.

	Student Signature:
	
	Home Phone: 
	

	Parent Signature:
	
	Work or Cell Phone:
	

	Email address:
	

	Your email address will ONLY be used for the purpose of informing you of your child’s work in Art.


Recovery Policy

1. Opportunities designed to allow students to recover form a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. 

2. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.

3. Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester. 

4. All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

5. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

6. Student has NOT received a “0” for any assignment.
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Ms. Powell – powell23@fultonschools.org
Supply List

· Sketchbook, no larger than 8 1/2” x 11” and no smaller than 6” x 9”

· Pencil
· Dry Cleaning Bags, Plastic Bags and/or Kroger Bags

· A couple of Handtowels

· Underglazes (optional – we will discuss in class)

Course Outline by Method (This is a tentative list of projects and may change.)

· Introduction: Humanimals
· Surface Decoration: Sgraffito on the ceramic cylinders
· Pinch: Abstracted Organic Forms
· Coil: Historical Coil Pots with colored clay bits
· Soft Slabs: Ceramic Cylinders with lids
· Hard Slabs: Lidded Ceramic Boxes
· Bringing it all together: Character Teapot decorated with underglazes and blackwashed
