American Literary Periods Chart

	Periods/Dates


	Genre & Style
	Characteristics
	Historical Context
	Examples

	Post-Colonial


	
	
	
	

	Colonial


	
	
	
	

	Age of Reason/Revolutionary


	
	
	
	

	Romanticism


	
	
	
	

	Transcendentalist


	
	
	
	

	Realism


	
	
	
	

	Modernism


	
	
	
	

	Harlem Renaissance (part of modernism)


	
	
	
	

	Post-Modernism


	
	
	
	

	Contemporary 


	
	
	
	


