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Annotated Bibliography Assignment

You will write an annotated bibliography on a topic of your choice which explores an issue that interests you from our Media and Advertising Unit. 
The annotations are due on Wednesday, November 17th and it will count as a major writing grade.
Overview:

What Is an Annotated Bibliography?

Q:  What IS an annotated bibliography? 

A:  It’s two great things!

 A bibliography is a list of sources (books, journals, websites, periodicals, etc.) one has used for researching a topic. Bibliographies are sometimes called "references" or "works cited" depending on the style format you are using. A bibliography usually just includes the bibliographic information (i.e., the author, title, publisher, etc.).  This will be in MLA format.

An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation.

Therefore, an annotated bibliography begins with the MLA citation of the source, and the then is followed by a summary and evaluation of each of the sources. Your annotations will need to:

Summarize: What are the main arguments? What is the point of this book or article? What topics are covered? If someone asked what this article/book is about, what would you say? The length of your annotations will determine how detailed your summary is.  

Assess: After summarizing a source, evaluate it. Is it a useful source? How does it compare with other sources in your bibliography? Is the information reliable? Is this source biased or objective? What is the goal of this source? What are the strategies used by the author?

Reflect: Once you've summarized and assessed a source, you need to ask how it fits into your research. How does it further illuminate your overall research question?  How does it help you shape your argument? How can you use this source in your research project? Has it changed how you think about your topic? 

You are going to find three really good sources and write annotations of about one page in length for each.

The Process

First, you need a topic.  And, you need it by Friday.
Here is a list of some overall suggestions (you will still need to narrow this down):  
-Sexism and the Media




-Advertising and children

-Political Propaganda





-Media Propaganda

-The Fast Food industry




-Alcohol Marketing





-Beauty and the Media




-Holiday Advertising

-Advertising and the Tobacco Industry

The key to writing a successful research paper is developing a workable and interesting research question and thesis. A good topic is neither too broad nor too narrow.

The "topic" is the subject. So, for example, in a history class you might have a general assignment asking you to write about World War II. As your topic, you might select:

· Pope Pius XII and the Holocaust 

· French Resistance fighters 

· Dropping of the atomic bomb on Nagasaki 

The "comment" is the point. In the research question, the comment is the aspect of the topic you are trying to explore and answer. The comment is the point your paper will demonstrate through evidence. 

· To what extent did Pope Pius XII's actions contribute to the devastation of the Jewish Holocaust? 

· How significant was the role of the French Resistance to the success of the D-Day invasion? 

· Was it necessary to drop the second atomic bomb on Nagasaki in order to force Japan's rapid surrender and did this save many U.S. soldiers' lives?

So, for Friday, you need to come up with two things:

1.  The general topic you found interesting enough to want to research

2. A specific question about this topic that you can research.

Fining the Sources
Creating an annotated bibliography calls for the application of a variety of intellectual skills: concise exposition, succinct analysis, and informed library research.

1. First, locate and record citations to books, periodicals, and documents that may contain useful information and ideas on your topic. Briefly examine and review the actual items. Then choose those works that provide a variety of perspectives on your topic.  

2. Cite the book, article, or document using MLA format.

3. Write a concise annotation that summarizes the central theme and scope of the book or article. Include one or more sentences that (a) evaluate the credibility of the source (consider the authority or background of the author, publication), (b) explain how this work illuminates your topic (how useful was it for your research?).
4. Your bibliography should include 3 sources, i.e., specific chapters from books, articles from journals and periodicals (including articles found in online databases), reference works, and other textual documents. For this assignment, you may elect to use one video source, such as a documentary.  

Research At a Glance

You will need four sources.  These may include articles (from print sources such as magazines or newspaper articles OR from online sources), chapters from books, whole books, and videos or documentaries.   ALL PRINT SOURCES MUST HAVE AN AUTHOR, BE AT LEAST 3 PAGES LONG…. 800 words/ No timelines or bulleted lists of information

At least ONE of your sources MUST come from one of the online subscription services available to the school (i.e, Galileo, ELibrary, Galenet, etc.)

Online sources MUST:

· Have an author

· Come from a credible websource (such as a major university, a national news publication or website, the History Channel/NPR/PBS, etc.)

· Be at least three full pages of text

They may NOT be:

· From Wikipedia or any online encyclopedia source

· A timeline or a bulleted list of information

· From a suspect site/source….anything with “geocities” or the like is not a good source.

(You can sometimes tell by the tone, style, or competence of the writing whether or not the information is suspect. Here are a few clues:  

· Anonymity  

· Lack of Quality Control  

· Bad grammar or misspelled words. Most educated people use grammar fairly well and check their work for spelling errors. An occasional split infinitive or comma in the wrong place is not unusual, but more than two or three spelling or grammar errors is cause for caution, at least. Whether the errors come from carelessness or ignorance, neither puts the information or the writer in a favorable light.)

When in doubt, ASK A TEACHER OR MEDIA CENTER PROFESSIONAL.
Wikipedia and online encyclopedia sources are not allowed for this project.

Checklist/schedule:

· Thursday, November, 4 - Topic choice due and computer lab time (E-103)
· Friday, November 5 - Computer Lab time  (E-103)
· Tuesday, November 9 – Three articles due – highlighted with TYPED MLA citation

· Wednesday, November 10 – ONE annotation draft due for feedback
· Friday, November 12 – Drafts of all annotations due.

· Monday, November 15 – Computer Lab time (E-103)
· Wednesday, November 17 – Annotated Bibliographies DUE

Papers should be turned in a two pocket folder.  

· On the right side (front pocket), you will have your final, typed copies of your annotations.

· On the left side (back pocket), you will have copies of your articles and drafts of your writings

Lastly, remember the plagiarism policy at CHS:

If you didn’t come up with it, don’t take credit for it!  If you have three or more words in a row that come directly from a source, CITE THE SOURCE; otherwise it appears you are taking credit for creating the writing, which is plagiarism.  Double check your group’s work: if the paper plagiarizes, the entire project will get a zero for the assignment.
 Name:

	ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY RUBRIC 



	CATEGORY 
	Excellent

10 
	Good 

8
	Satisfactory 

6
	Needs Improvement 

4

	Quality of Sources

(x 2) 
	Researcher located at least 3 reliable, interesting information sources 
	Researcher located at least 2 reliable information sources 
	Researcher located at least 1 reliable information source 
	Researcher  located NO reliable information sources

	Documentation

(x 3)
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented in the desired format.
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented, but a few are not in the desired format.
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented, but many are not in the desired format.
	Some sources are not accurately documented

	Annotations

(x 3)
	Concise and correctly formatted; evaluates source; compares to other sources; and explains how  source illuminates your topic
	Concisely stated, correctly formatted, but does not either evaluate, compare or explain source 
	Not well stated, but does include some information either evaluating, comparing or explaining source 
	Not well stated and missing information on more evaluation and comparing source.

	Drafts/Sources

(x1)
	Includes all the drafts and copies of the sources, neatly organized in folder as outlined in assignment.
	Includes drafts and copies of the sources but are not organized in folder as outlined in assignment.
	Includes drafts, but missing copies of one-two sources.
	Missing drafts and/or three or more sources.

	Grammar
(x 1)
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract reader.
	Writer makes 1-4 errors in grammar and/or spelling. 
	Writer makes 5-8 errors in grammar and/or spelling 
	Writer makes more than 9 errors in grammar and/or spelling. 


Total _________/100
-20 Points for being 1 day Late
