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Annotated Bibliography Assignment

You will write an annotated bibliography and short summative paper on a topic of your choice which explores a global issue and its effect on one region of the world (other than the United States).  You will select a topic from the attached list (or create your own with approval by the instructor), then research background/causes, effects and possible solutions or desired outcomes for the issue you have selected.  This is NOT a persuasive paper, nor is it an opinion piece.  It is fact-finding, objectively written paper.
The paper is due on Monday, January 25th, and it will count as two major writing grades.

What Is an Annotated Bibliography?

An annotated bibliography is a list of citations to books, articles, and documents.

Each citation is followed by a brief (usually a half a page, double spaced - just under 250 words) descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the annotation. Whereas a conventional bibliography simply lists your sources with its bibliographical information, the annotated version includes your own description and assessment of each source. It allows you to practice not only researching sources, but also evaluating and assessing them for relevance, worthiness, and credibility.  The annotated bibliography consists of two parts:

1) A Summative Paper (2-2 ½ pages long) which is a brief introduction explaining the purpose and scope of the bibliography and offers a summation of what you have discovered about the topic (background/causes, effects and possible solutions or desired outcomes for the issue you have selected).
2) an alphabetized list of at least five sources, each including:

· an MLA citation for the source

· a brief summary and critical commentary on the source (about 200-250 words per annotation).

Keep in mind: the purpose of the annotation is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited.  

The Process

Creating an annotated bibliography calls for the application of a variety of intellectual skills: concise exposition, succinct analysis, and informed library research.

1. First, locate and record citations to books, periodicals, and documents that may contain useful information and ideas on your topic. Briefly examine and review the actual items. Then choose those works that provide a variety of perspectives on your topic.  

2. Cite the book, article, or document using MLA format.

3. Write a concise annotation that summarizes the central theme and scope of the book or article. It should also include one or more sentences that (a) evaluate the authority or background of the author/credibility of the source, (b) comment on the intended audience for the piece, and (c) explain how this work illuminates your topic.

Your bibliography should include 5 sources, i.e., specific chapters from books, articles from journals and periodicals (including articles found in online databases), reference works, and other textual documents. For this assignment, film, video, music or other visual or audio media are also acceptable.  Encyclopedias are only allowed to be used as a 6th source.  

At least ONE of your sources MUST be a PRIMARY source. ARTICLES FOUND ONLINE OR WEBSITES MUST HAVE AN AUTHOR.
Remember, annotations should do the following:

a. Summarize the article, or the author's critical stance/opinion.

b. Provide context for how this relates to the writer's (your) paper or the general topic.

c. Provide the writer's interpretation of the source as useful/credible and describe its intended audience.
Summative Paper 

The introduction should be essentially a “findings” paper.  It needs to be approximately four paragraphs long (about 2 and ½ pages, double spaced and typed) using documentation from your sources that does the following:

· Introduces your research topic

· Presents the information you learned about the issue and it causes, effects and projected outcome/proposed solutions

Your paper needs to be typed, double spaced.  In your summative paper you need to use parenthetical (MLA) documentation in your paper.  You must use at least three of your sources.
Checklist/schedule:

· Thursday, January 7th- Library
· Friday, January 8th-  Contract and What Matters pre-writing due (homework grade)

· Tuesday, January 12th- Computer Lab

· Thursday, January 14th- Five top sources due, highlighted with MLA citations done (homework grade)

· Tuesday- January 19th- Rough Draft of Annotations due/ Peer Edit

· Wednesday, January 20th- Computer Lab
· Friday, January 22nd- Rough Draft of Summative paper due/Peer Edit

· Monday- January 25th- Final Papers Due

*** Additional Computer Lab and Media Center dates my be added according to the discretion of the instructors***

***Media Center Passes will be available***

Papers should be turned in a two pocket folder.  

· On the right side (front pocket), you will have your summative paper, followed by your typed annotated bibliography.  

· On the left side (back pocket), you will have copies of your articles, rough drafts, and all prewriting.
Lastly, remember the plagiarism policy at CHS:

If you didn’t come up with it, don’t take credit for it!  If you have three or more words in a row that come directly from a source, CITE THE SOURCE; otherwise it appears you are taking credit for creating the writing, which is plagiarism.  Double check your group’s work: if the paper plagiarizes, the entire project will get a zero for the assignment.
Fine Print:

· Papers should follow the standards of formal, written English.  They should not be written in first or second person and be devoid of slang or informal diction.

· All sources should follow correct MLA rules for citations.  Visit the Purdue Online Writing Lab for assistance at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/.

· Papers will lose 20 points if turned in on January 25th and will not be accepted at all after that date.

· If you cannot attend school on the due date, you are expected to either get your paper to the school or email it to hayesn@fultonschools.org or schierholzd@fultonschools.org by 8:30 am January 25th or it will be considered late. 
· Papers that are not typed will lose 20 points

· Papers that are not submitted using turnitin.com will lose 10 points.

· You are expected to turn in hard copies of your sources which are highlighted and/or annotated

· You MUST turn in prewriting

Peer Review Checklist – Annotated Bibliography
Read over the summative paper carefully.  Look for errors in grammar or spelling, especially sentence fragments or run-ons.  Also watch for places in the writing where you as the reader need to pause and re-read.  (Stopping the reader in mid sentence with poor syntax is not a good thing….)  Once this is done, check the paper over again to fill out the chart below.

	Summative Paper
	Yes
	Not Yet

	Does the paper have a clear introduction with a hook?
	
	

	Is it about 2 ½ pages long, double spaced and typed?
	
	

	Does it have clear transitions to take the reader from one paragraph to the next?
	
	

	Is there a clear conclusion?
	
	

	Is the research topic clear from the paper?
	
	

	Are there at least three parenthetical references using at least two of the sources from the annotated bibliography?
	
	


Next read over the annotations.   Take a few minutes to look carefully over the MLA citations with your handouts to double check that they are in the correct format.  When reading over the annotations, again check for grammar and spelling.  Read over once more for content and note on their paper if there is any information missing (see below).  

	Annotated Bibliography
	Yes
	Not Yet

	Are there five annotations?  
	
	

	Is each annotations proceeded by a citation of the source in correct MLA format?  
	
	

	Are the sources listed in alphabetic order by the citation?
	
	

	Does each annotation include:
	
	

	· A summary of what the source includes (including any options or arguments put forth by the author)
	
	

	· Information on the author and the intended audience
	
	

	· Some form of evaluation of the usefulness of the source for the purpose of their research
	
	


	ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY RUBRIC



	CATEGORY 
	Excellent

10 
	Good 

8
	Satisfactory 

6
	Needs Improvement 

4

	Quality of Sources

(x 1) 
	Researcher located at least 5 reliable, interesting information sources 
	Researcher located at least 4 reliable information sources 
	Researcher located at least 3 reliable information sources 
	Researcher located at least 2 or less reliable information sources 

	Documentation

(x 2)
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented in the desired format.
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented, but a few are not in the desired format.
	All sources (information and graphics) are accurately documented, but many are not in the desired format.
	Some sources are not accurately documented

	Annotations

(x 2)
	Concise and correctly formatted; evaluates source; compares to other sources; and explains how  source illuminates your topic
	Concisely stated, correctly formatted, but does not either evaluate, compare or explain source 
	Not well stated, but does include some information either evaluating, comparing or explaining source 
	Not well stated and missing information on more evaluation and comparing source.

	Final Paper

(x 3)
	Neatly typed and well written; includes all of the required elements as described in assignment.
	Typed with a few errors, includes all of the required elements. 
	Missing 1-2 required elements:
	Shows very little sign of effort.  Missing more than two required elements:

	Drafts/Sources/Prewriting
(x1)
	Includes all the drafts and copies of the sources, neatly organized in folder as outlined in assignment.
	Includes drafts and copies of the sources but are not organized in folder as outlined in assignment.
	Includes drafts, but missing copies of one-two sources.
	Missing drafts and/or three or more sources.

Or

Student did not turn in prewriting.

	Grammar
(x 1)
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract reader.
	Writer makes 1-4 errors in grammar and/or spelling. 
	Writer makes 5-8 errors in grammar and/or spelling 
	Writer makes more than 9 errors in grammar and/or spelling. 


Total _________/100
