Annotated Bibliographies
What is an annotated bibliography?

An annotated bibliography gives readers an idea of your sources and how they are relevant to your study.  It is a list of citations to books, articles, etc that you use.  In addition to this, there is also  a summary of each source and some assessment of the accuracy and relevance of your sources. 

What goes into an annotated bibliography?
Write 1 – 2 sentences summarizing or describing the contents and / or main argument of the source, and 1 – 2 sentences evaluating how good the source is for your research project.  

Use the following questions to help you

· What is the MAIN POINT of the article or book and what are some summary points?

**Make sure that you get the MAJOR POINTS – write NOTES about the source and THEN write your annotations**

· Generally, what kind of information could be  found in the source?
· What information did I find in/with it that was important to me?
· What did I really like about this source?    
· What did I find difficult about this source?
EXAMPLE:

Morris, Joyce M..  Reading in the primary school:  An investigation into standards of reading.  London:  Newnes, for National Foundation for Educational Research, 1959.

Report of a large-scale investigation into English children's reading standards, and their relation to conditions such as size of classes, types of organization and methods of teaching.  Based on enquiries in sixty schools in Kent and covering 8,000 children learning to read English as their mother tongue.  Notable forthoroughness of research techniques.
Use the following to help you write notes when you are making your sources (do this on your own paper)

· COPY the encyclopedia or book page(s) or PRINT out the article

· Write the Citation in MLA format 

· Read through the article or book and underline the important points

· Paraphrase the parts you have underlined (write PHRASES, not entire sentences) – You need to TURN IN the paraphrase paper also.

	Citation



	Notes – what are the MAIN points of the article –  should be phrases not sentences.




SAMPLE ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Instructions:

1. Correct the mistakes in the sample annotated bibliography below

2. Read the sentences under each citation. Do they help you understand how the student plans to use them? Explain.

Topic: China: The Rise of a Nuclear Power?

Bruce W. Nelan, "Comes the Evolution," Time 25 Nov. 1991: 58-59

This article talks about the history of China's nuclear  weapons program. It will be helpful in my introduction and my discussion of the background of the situation.

Does this give you a sense of how the student plans to use this source?  Why or why not?

Prados, John. "China's "new thinking" on nuclear arms," Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists June 1989: 32-32.

This article describes the Chinese government's ideas for  developing nuclear technology in the 1980s and 1990s. It  mentions how many resources are currently being devoted to  develop this technology and the plans for the future. This  information is important for the body of my paper. It will  show that China is working toward becoming a major nuclear  power.

Does this give you a sense of how the student plans to use this source?  Why or why not?

Spence, Johnathan D. The Search For Modern China. New York: W.W. Norton and Company, 1990, 586,598.

This is a long book about recent Chinese history. These  two pages discuss the reasons China began developing nuclear  weapons technology during the 1950s and 1960s. This will also  be helpful for the section on thie history of topic.

Does this give you a sense of how the student plans to use this source?  Why or why not?

"Lesser Nuclear Powers: Britain and China," Scientists, Nov. 1990: 49.

This article compares Britain and China. It explains that  they are not as advanced as the United States and the Soviet  Union. This will be important in the body of the paper to  talk about how China compares to other industrialized  countries.

Does this give you a sense of how the student plans to use this source?  Why or why not?

Writing an Annotation

What was the specific format of the source?   (encyclopedia, interview, video, etc.)
Where did I find this source?

(public library, school media center, home, etc.)

How did I find this source? 

Generally, what kind of information could be found in the source?

What information did I find in/with it that was important to me?

What did I really like about this source?

What did I find difficult about this source?

