Chapter 7

1. Why did Okonkwo begin to have the boys come to sit in his obi?  How does Nwoye feel about the time he spends with his father? 

2. How does the village respond to the locusts?  Would you have expected this response?  Why? 

3. What does Umuofia decide to do with Ikemefuna?  Why?  

4. What does Ezeudu suggest to Okonkwo?  Why?  

5. What does Ikemefuna think about during his walk with the men from the village?  Why do you think Achebe chose to leave Ikemefuna’s song in Ibo?  

6. What is Okonkwo’s reaction to Ikemefuna when he ran toward him in the forest?  Why did he react this way?  Do you think he should have listened to Ezeudu’s advice?  Why?  

7. What is Nwoye’s response to his father’s return from the forest?  What does it remind him of? 

Chapter 8 

1. What are Okonkwo’s physical and mental responses to what happened in the forest?  

2. Why does Okonkwo wish Ezinma was a boy?  

3. What is Obierika’s reason for not going with the other men of the village (when they took Ikemefuna)?  What does he say to Okonkwo about him attending?  

4. How do the men decide the bride price for Obierika’s daughter?  

5. What other customs do the men mention that other tribes have?  Do white men seem to be a reality to them or an idea?  

Questions Chapter 9

1. How many children had Ekwefi borne?  How many of them lived?   

2. What is an ogbanje?  

3. What did the medicine man ask Ezinma to find?  Why?  

4. How does Okonkwo help his daughter?  

5. Why is Oknonkwo’s response to Ezinma’s sickness significant?  What does it show about Okonkwo’s character?  

Questions Chapter 10 

1. Who are the egwugwu?  How do the women respond to them?  Who are they really, and why do you think no one mentions this?     

2. How do the egwugwu address the humans?  

3. What case is being presented to the egwugwu?   

4. What is significant about the egwugwu settling the cases, instead of the men of the village?

Questions Chapter 11 

1. What is the purpose of the folktale Ekwefi tells Ezinma?  

2. Why does Chielo come to Okonkwo’s compound?  What does Okonkwo tell Chielo?  Why?  

3. Do you think it is right for Ekwefi to follow Chielo?  Why? 

4. What oath does Ekwefi swear to herself outside of the cave?  Would you have made the same oath to yourself?  

5. While Ekwefi and Okonkwo wait together, what does she recall?  

6. What do you think is Achebe’s purpose for including this chapter?  

