Citizen Kane

By Orson Wells

· “The best movie ever made” (#1 on the AFI top 100)

· innovative, first time for many things in films:

· used flashback

· innovative use of shadows

· used the jigsaw story method

· used deep focus shots – when a close up was used and all elements in the frame are in focus

· frequent use of transitionary dissolves

· extreme low angle shots – covering microphones with ceilings (a technique possibly borrowed from John Ford’s Stage Coach
· Cast and characters age during the movie

· Elaborate camera angles and shots

Orson Welles
· was 25 years old in 1941 when he directed, his first film

· Produced the broadcast of War of the Worlds
· Wrote, directed, produced, and starred in the movie

· Was given complete artistic control, virtually unheard of during that time

Synopsis:


The movie mocks the life of  William Randolph Hearst owned papers all over the USA.  Yellow journalist, he would create stories to sell papers.  Orson Wells wrote this movie to follow his life.  Hearst’s mistress was depicted very poorly which truly angered him.  Hearst’s anger with Wells ruined Orson Welles’s life.  Hearst attempted to buy all copies of the movie to stop it from being released and failed.
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Millicent Hearst – W. Hearst’s wife, became estranged from her husband in 1926 when his increasingly open liaison with film actress Marion Davies became intolerable. Millicent thereafter maintained a separate residence in New York City. William Randolph Hearst maintained several residences on the West Coast with his paramour. During the years immediately following the separation, Millicent continued to visit Hearst Castle‚ with family and her personal friends. On the occasion of Winston Churchill’s visit to San Simeon in 1929, Millicent Hearst was present to host the distinguished English aristocrat as Hearst’s wife. In later years Millicent rarely visited the estate. William Randolph Hearst, Jr. characterized his father’s relationship with his mother as follows, “I think that he, he and Mom, became incompatible. . . . She liked Society with a capital “S”. and he didn’t.”

La Cuesta Encantada - Hearst's 127 acre estate located on the California coast, North of Cambria. It took nearly 28 years to build it's 165 rooms. Today Hearst Castle is a State Historical Monument, run by the state Park Service 

