Poetry and Self

Due: Wednesday, February 10th 2010
Overview:

The essential question for this unit is: how does our sense of self, or who we are, influence how we see the world?   You will consider this question with your partners (you will choose one partner) as you read and evaluate a poem a poem from one of the following authors: 

SYLVIA PLATH, OCTAVIO PAZ, SONIA SANCHEZ, NIKKI GIOVANNI, GWENDOLYN BROOKS, BILLY COLLINS, MARK STRAND, RITA DOVE, NAOMI SHIHAB NYE, ALLEN GINSBERG, ROBERT PINSKY, MAYA ANGELOU, DANIEL ABDAL-HAYY MOORE, DEREK WALCOTT, NELLY SACHS, SHU TING, BEI DAO, JANICE MIRIKATANI, MURIEL RUKEYSER, GABRIEL SPERA,  CAROLYN FORCHE, MARIA MAZZIOTTI GILLAN,  MAY SARTON,  MICHAEL LASSSEL,  MARTIN ESPADA,  DUANE NIATUM,  YEVGENY YEVTUSHENKO, SHARON OLDS
Then, you will present, or teach, the poem to the rest of the class.  

Poetry? Why Poetry?
Why read poetry? Entertainment. Poems can make you laugh, cry, smile, think, brood -- the same kinds of things movies, songs, or paintings can do. But poetry is an art form that we're not as familiar with today. So we have to learn to appreciate it, just the way that Anne Bradstreet, were she suddenly transported to our world, would have to learn how to watch a movie. And just as some movies are more difficult than others, some poems are easy to read and follow, while others require more attention. 
A successful presentation will:

1. Be two-five minutes long with every member of the pair participating
2. Include a rehearsed, smooth, nuanced reading of the poem

3. Provide some explication of the poem, included a discussion of:

-what you believe to be the central meaning of the poem

-The tone of the poem
-Significant images or imagery in the poem and how those images contribute to the tone and meaning of the poem

-Some discussion of how the sense of self of the poet is evident in the poem. (How the author’s personal background may have affected the meaning of the poem)  All information taken from other sources must be cited.
***BONUS OPPORTUNITY: IF YOU MEMORIZE YOUR POEM, YOU CAN RECEIVE UP TO AN EXRTRA 10 POINTS ON YOUR OVERALL PROJECT GRADE***

POEMS MAY NOT:
· BE SONG LYRICS

· BE WRITTEN BEFORE 1960

· BE SHORTER THAN 8 LINES

You will also answer the following questions about the poem to be turned in along with your oral presentation.  Answers must be typed, double spaced, and Times New Roman Font.  Also you MUST include a copy of the poem:

***Begin with writing a short biography on the author of the poem.  You will need this to explain the “sense of self” portion of the oral presentation. ***
  1. Speaker. Who is the speaker? Who is the speaker speaking to?

2. Setting or Situation. What is the setting? Real? Abstract? What about the situation? Is there action in the poem? What is it? 

4. What is the form of the poem? What is the meter? The rhyme scheme? 

5.  Many poets are noted for their use of special kinds of rhyme. Is there any of the following present in your poem?:
a. slant rhyme: a kind of consonance (relation between words in which the final consonants in the stressed syllables agree but the vowels that precede them differ: add/read, up/step, peer/pare, while/hill). 

b. eye rhyme: rhyme that appears correct from the spelling but is not so from the pronunciation, such as watch/match, love/move, through/enough. 

c. true rhyme: identity of terminal sound between accented syllables, usually occupying corresponding positions in two or more lines of verse. The correspondence of sound is based on the vowels and succeeding consonants of the accented syllables, which must, for a true rhyme, be preceded by different consonants. Thus "fan" and "ran" constitute a true rhyme because the vowel and succeeding consonant sounds ("an") are the same but the preceding consonant sounds are different. 

6. What elements are repeated? What is the effect of the repetition? (may not apply)
7. What figures of speech does the poem contain? metaphor? personification? extended metaphor? (may not apply)
8. What kinds of images/imagery does the author use? olfactory? tactile? visual? auditory? thermal? (may not apply)

10. Tone. What is the tone of the whole? Solemn? Playful? Irreverent? Mournful? Objective? Also describe the mood of the poem.  
. 

Poetry Project Rubric

Names:





Poem:

	
	Perfect.  Pure poetry

10
	You understood the poem
8
	You didn’t quite “get” the poem
6
	Did you read the poem?
4

	Preparation

X1
(10 pts. possible)
	Between 5 and 7 minutes, clearly rehearsed and prepared.
	Between 5 and 7 minutes, could have used a little more preparation/rehearsal
	Under 5 or over 7 minutes in length, needed a little more rehearsal/prep time.
	Under 5 or over 7 minutes in length; little evidence of preparation.

	Reading of poem

X2
(20 pts. possible)
	Nuanced, rehearsed reading of poem.
	Poem read clearly.
	Poem read, but reader was not perfectly familiar with the text.
	Reader clearly was unfamiliar with the material.

	Explication

X3
(30 pts. possible)
	Meaning, tone and imagery discussed and supported with detailed evidence from poem 
	Meaning, tone and imagery discussed with some reference to poem.
	Meaning, tone and imagery mentioned; did not reference poem directly.
	Did not discuss meaning, tone OR imagery in presentation.

	Discussion of self (author’s personal background)
X2

(20 pts. possible)
	Essential question addressed and explored with detailed evidence from poem.
	Essential question addressed and explored
	Discussion of self and the poem is inaccurate; not supported by text.
	No discussion of self and identity and the poem.

	Response to questions X2
(20 pts. possible)
	Complete, insightful Reponses to questions provided.
	Responses to questions provided.
	Not all of the questions are completely responded to
	Some or all questions from text not responded to


- 5 if all of group present does not participate










___________/100
