“An Episode of War,” Stephen Crane



Name________________________ Class_____

Questions from the selection:

1. How does what the lieutenant is doing when he is wounded make him a sympathetic character?

2. How does the lieutenant react when he is wounded?

3. How does Crane describe the reaction of the men around the lieutenant at the time?
4. According to Crane, what was the effect on those around him of a soldier having a wound?

5. What three things does the wounded soldier notice on his journey away from the line of battle?

a.

b.

c.

6. Why does the lieutenant look upon the stragglers with wonder?

7. What three details does Crane use to describe the field hospital?

a.

b.

c.

8. What is ironic about the doctor’s reaction to the lieutenant’s wounded arm?
9. Cite two examples each of Realism and Naturalism in this story:

Realism




     Naturalism

	
	

	
	


Grammar and Style

Usage:  Like and As


Like and as, as if, and as though are often used interchangeably, but they actually serve different purposes.


Like is a preposition and takes a noun or pronoun as its object and introduces a preposition phrase (He cried like a baby.)


As, As if, and As though are subordinating conjunctions that introduce subordinating ideas. (This aggregation of wheels, levers, motors had a beautiful unity, as if it were a missile.)

In the following passages from “An Episode of War,” circle the word from the pair in italics that best fits.

1. . . . contemplated the distant forest (as if/like) their minds were fixed upon the mystery. . .

2. He looked at it in a kind of stupefaction, (as if/like) he had been endowed with a trident. . .

3. . . . It is (as if/like) the wounded man’s hand is upon the curtain. . .

4. It was, for a wonder, precisely (as/like) a historical painting.

5. . . . where the shooting sometimes crackled (as/like) bush-fires. . .

