Crash Discussion Questions

***Any of these questions may be used for your ‘in-class” essay.  Each group member is responsible for having their own notes***

Group One:  

1)  “Wait until you've been on the job a few more years," Ryan ominously tells Hanson, after the latter has put in for a new partner. "You think you know who you are. You have no idea."  How does this prove to be true, for both of them?

2)  What statements about racism within the black community are implied in the story line of Cameron and Christine?

Group Two:

1)  Irony is when there is a discrepancy between what you can logically expect will happen or be said, and what actually DOES happen.  List at least three examples of irony in the film and describe how they are shown.

2) Critic Bill Johnson has said:  “….a storyteller [should] have a sense of each character's purpose so every action of every character communicates something to the audience. Something that draws the story's audience into the world of the story. Something that suggests each character's actions have some purpose in advancing the story.” The DA’s wife, Jean, does not have a direct role in the major plotlines.  What do you believe is this character’s purpose in the film?  

Group Three:

1)  Consider Anthony's rant about the way white people still discriminate against black people. Do you think his perspective is accurate? Exaggerated? Completely wrong? How does his behavior influence the way people look at him?

2)  The character (film director) Cameron (Terrence  Howard) gets offended on set by his producer. What  makes Cameron so upset? 
Group Four:

1) A Swedish critic (Nöjesguiden) wrote that “Crash” is  about lonesome people but still not isolated people. What   does that mean?  

22) The same critic mentioned the scene where police  detective Graham (Don Cheadle) first calls his girlfriend  white and then Mexican. Why do you think the critic  found this scene interesting? 
Group Five:
1) Hanson’s (Ryan Phillippe) chief – the police  commissioner – does not want to make a big thing out of  police Ryan’s (Matt Dillon) racial behavior. Why? 
 

2)22223222fff2)  A film critic wrote in the Washington Post that Haggis  “humanizes” Ryan’s character, which shows that “racism   and nobility can exist in the same man.” What does the  critic refer to? 
Group Six:

1. Why does the Los Angeles district attorney (Brendan  Fraser) worry so much about the fact that the two men   who carjacked his Lincoln Navigator were African  Americans? 
 

2. A film critic wrote in the New Yorker:   “Crash is about the rage and foolishness produced by intolerance, the mutual abrasions of white, black, Latino, Middle Eastern, and Asian citizens in an urban pot in which nothing melts. The characters run afoul of each other …”   What does the critic mean? 
Group Seven:  

1)   Why cannot the Iranian shopkeeper Farhad (Shaun Toub)   understand why someone (they who trashed his store) has   written “Arabs” on the walls? 
 

2) The New Yorker-critic also wrote about “two daughters   who save their fathers.” Which daughters?
