Study Questions to accompany Act One of

The Crucible by Arthur Miller

Directions: Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.

1. Where and when is the opening scene of the play set?

2. Why is the Reverend Samuel Parris so distraught at the beginning of Act One? What unnerves him about the report Susanna Walcott brings from Doctor Griggs? Why has Parris sent for Reverend Hale from Beverly? 

3. What do we learn in the exposition of the play about the events in the forest? About Abigail Williams's past connections with the Proctor family?

4. What information about Thomas Putnam does Arthur Miller tell us in his expository aside? What does Ann Putnam claim in the play about her dead babies? 

5. Before the arrival of John Hale, what are some of subjects for petty disagreement among John Proctor, Giles Corey, Thomas Putnam and Samuel Parris? 

6. According to the stage directions, how does John Hale enter the first time?

7. What happens when John Hale interrogates Tituba? How does the atmosphere of the scene become hysterical at the end of the act?

8.   What causes the crying out of names at the end of the act?

2. In the course of this act, Miller includes a number of commentaries, or expository asides, in the published versions of the play. In the first aside, what does Miller say about the Puritans' outlook toward the virgin forest? What does he mean when he characterizes the puritan community in Salem at this period as a Theocracy? 

3. Miller often foreshadows his characterizations with a descriptive phrase in the stage directions just before a character's first entrance. In the stage directions, what does he suggest about each of these characters: Abigail Williams, Ann Putnam, and Mercy Lewis? How do the dialogue and actions of each character in this act bear out Miller's suggestions? 

4. Summarize your impressions of the Reverend Samuel Parris in this act. Where are his principal flaws or moral weaknesses?   Identify and record two quotations that show these flaws or weaknesses.

5. One of Miller's major subjects in the play is the nature of authority. Comment on how Samuel Parris, Thomas Putnam, John Hale, and Rebbecca Nurse are linked with the idea of authority in Act One. At this stage, what seems to be the playwright's opinion about each of these character's claims to possessing authority?

6.  In two long segments of this act, Miller establishes a dominant form for many of the subsequent scenes in the play: the question and answer of interrogation. The playwright implies that both interrogations in this act are flawed in their methods and results. Who questions whom in the interrogation scenes in this act? Why does each interrogation fail? 

7. How would you describe the atmosphere or mood at the end of this act? What might this atmosphere foreshadow about future events in the town of Salem? 

Text Analysis for Act I of The Crucible

Purpose:  In order to understand the play on both literal and interpretive levels, we must examine and analyze the text.

Directions:  On a separate sheet of paper, answer the following for each of the quotations provided below.

1.  Who is speaking?

2.  To whom?

3.  About what?

4.  What importance does the quote have in the play?  Why is it significant?

Quotations

1. “Speak nothin of it in the village, Susanna.”

2. “Uncle, we did dance; let you tell them I confessed it--and I'll be whipped if I must be. But they're speakin' of witchcraft. Betty's not witched.” 

3. “Oh, Abigail, what proper payment for my charity! Now I am undone.” 

4. “I never knew what pretense Salem was, I never knew the lying lessons I was taught by all these Christian women and their covenanted men!”

5. “There are wheels within wheels in this village, and fires within fires!” 

6. “I am not used to this poverty; I left a thrifty business in the Barbados to serve the Lord.”

COULD THIS HAPPEN TODAY?

The historical events portrayed in The Crucible occurred long ago, and  even though it may seem impossible for such events to be repeated, we will—in the following scenario—consider the possibility and plausibility of a modern day “witch hunt” taking place in our society.  Read the scenario below, and identify ways in which this could result in accusations similar to those in the play.  Write down your predictions as to what might happen in the scenario.

SCENARIO 1

In 2001, terrorists destroyed the World Trade Center in New York City and attacked the Pentagon in Washington, D.C.  After that, terrorism and fear of terrorism escalated.  You live in a large city with an airport that is the hub of several international carriers.  Yesterday someone called a local television station with a bomb threat, and the entire city has been declared code red.  What might happen?

PREDICTIONS:

SCENARIO 2

You are a student at a large suburban high school which prides itself on its reputation for being drug-free.  Recently, a narcotics agent has been informed that some individual or group in the school is selling illegal substances both in school and in the surrounding neighborhood.  The agent informs the administration of the school.  What happens?

PREDICTIONS:

SCENARIO 3

You are an employee in a retail outlet at a nearby mall.  Last Saturday, the managers discovered a shortage when they closed up for the night.  Sunday, everything balanced out, but Monday there was another shortage, and a third one on Wednesday.  What might happen?

PREDICTIONS:

SCENARIO 4

At a service project, you volunteer several hours a week at a local day care center.  Your work involves supervising the play area, answering the phone, and helping the children get ready to leave when their parents come.  One day you come in to work and find that a parent has called to report that her child complained about someone at the center touching her inappropriately.  What might happen?

PREDICTIONS:

