Fall 2010 11th grade American Literature
Research Paper:  The Crucible and the Salem Witch Trials
DUE DATE: NOVEMBER 11, 2010
TOPIC OPTIONS
1. Link the mass hysteria and fear found in The Crucible to the hysteria and fear seen during the Red Scare of the 1950s OR 9/11 OR_________________________.

2.  Link the false accusations made by the girls in The Crucible to the false accusations of The Red Scare OR __________________________.

3.  Link the abuse of power seen in The Crucible to the abuse of power during McCarthyism OR the abuse of power seen __________________________.

4.  Link the non-conformity seen in characters in The Crucible to the non-conformity of Rosa Parks OR ____________________________ (another well-known person).

REQUIRED RESOURCES:  (5 resources in all)
1. Minimum of one (1) Library Database OR Print resource that pertains to the FIRST part of the topic tied to The Crucible and one (1) other source from a medium of your choosing.

2. Minimum of one (1) Library Database OR Print resource that pertains to the SECOND part of the topic tied to an outside event or person and one (1) other source from a medium of your choosing.
3. The Crucible will also be listed as one of your resources

QUOTATIONS REQUIRED:  For each body paragraph (minimum 3 body paragraphs)

 Body Paragraph #1:  TWO direct quotations from the play The Crucible

 (Theme)

    One direct quotation from the one library database resource



    Your commentary/explanation mixed in.


Body Paragraph #2:
  TWO direct quotations from TWO different library database resources




  Your commentary/explanation mixed in.

Body Paragraph #3:
  TWO direct quotations from TWO different library database resources




  Your commentary/explanation mixed in.
 

LENGHTH AND FORMAT EXPECTATIONS:  
-at least 3-3 ½ FULL pages, typed

-12 Point, Times New Roman Font

-Double Spaced, Standard Margins

OUTLINE AND THINGS TO REMEMBER
Introductory Paragraph:

1. Brief discussion of the author (Arthur Miller), including a comment on factors that influenced his writing of The Crucible.

2. Make a general comment about the theme and your topic in The Crucible.
3. The thesis statement, formed from the topic you chose.  Remember this sentence is the last sentence in the introduction and serves as a guide for the reader.  
Transitions:  Smooth transitions must be made from one idea/paragraph to another.  

Body Paragraph #1 - the theme in your topic in The Crucible

1. Begin with a TOPIC sentence that directly corresponds with your thesis.

2. Right after the topic sentence, you should EXPLAIN your INSIGHT or ANALYSIS.

3. With that analysis, INCORPORATE the TWO QUOTATIONS FROM THE TEXT (embedded quotes); do not plop a quotation in a paragraph all by itself without words of your own to introduce, interrupt, or conclude it.
4. Include ONE quotation from an OUTSIDE resource

5. Make sure to include proper parenthetical CITATIONS of each resource.
6. Make a concluding remark about the theme and your topic in The Crucible.

Body Paragraph #2 - The theme in your topic connected to an outside event or person.

1.  Begin with a TOPIC sentence that directly corresponds with your thesis.
2.  Right after the topic sentence, you should EXPLAIN your INSIGHT or ANALYSIS.

3.  With that analysis, INCORPORATE TWO QUOTATIONS from TWO INTERNET SOURCES (imbedded quotes); do not plop a quotation in a paragraph all by itself without words of your own to introduce, interrupt, or conclude it.

4.  Make sure to include proper CITATIONS of each resource.

5.  Make a concluding remark about the theme connected to an outside event or person.

Body Paragraph #3 – Compare/contrast the theme in your topic in The Crucible with the theme in your topic connected to an outside event or person.

1. Begin with a TOPIC sentence that directly corresponds with your thesis.

2. Right after the topic sentence, you should EXPLAIN your INSIGHT or ANALYSIS regarding how 

The Crucible and the outside event or person is similar/different regarding the THEME you chose for your topic.

3. With the analysis, INCORPORATE TWO QUOTATIONS from TWO DIFFERENT INTERNET RESOURCES (embedded quotes); do not plop a quotation in a paragraph all by itself without words of your own to introduce, interrupt, or conclude it.

4. Make sure to include proper CITATIONS of each resource.

5. Make a concluding remark about the theme regarding The Crucible and the outside event or person.

Conclusion

1. RESTATE your thesis in the first sentence – use DIFFERENT wording.

2. Make a concluding observation about the theme in your topic in The Crucible.
3. Make a concluding observation about the theme as it connects to both The Crucible and the outside event or person.

Works Cited (page)

1. This page is an alphabetical listing of all works that you actually CITE in your paper.

2. You must write them in PROPER MLA FORMAT 

3. You must list the play (your primary resource) on the Works Cited page.

4. You may not use any computer/internet resources other than the Literary Databases from our libraries.

5. You will have a minimum of five entries on the Works Cited page; if you use more resources, you must cite them in your paper and list them on this page.

THINGS TO REMEMBER:

Do not use first person (“I”) or second person (“you”)

Do not write, “In this paper, I will discuss….”

This paper is not a book report, so avoid too much plot summary.

Use present tense when writing about the play.  Example:  “When Abigail accuses Elizabeth…”

EXAMPLE
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Ms. Hayes
11th grade American Literature
11 November 2010
Essay Format Rules


Double space everything. Never put in an extra line space anywhere. Make the title interesting but keep the format the same as the rest of the paper. Use the above heading format on first page only. That means type it as part of the body, not in the header.  Use Times New Roman Font, 12 pt. no other font or size!  USE STANDARD MARGINS – THIS EXAMPLE’S MARGINS are TOO SMALL.

Setup page numbering by setting up a header/footer. To do that on Word, click “View, “ then click “Header and Footer. ”  That will bring up the header box.  In that box move the cursor to the far right and type your last name, space, then click on the first # sign in the box. A numeral “1” should appear after your name. Click “close” (Matteson and Chisum 458).  Now, your last name and the page number should be showing on the first page, but it will be grayed back. Setting up the page numbers as above will make the computer put them on each page with the appropriate number (459).  

Now put the cursor under the header box. Set your paragraph format to double space and type the heading as above.  Typing the heading here will make it come off only on the first page. After this you don’t have to think about line spaces again, and your top and bottom margins will be correct (“Manuscripts” 24). Margins should be about one inch all the way around.  If you have some word processor other than Word, you will have to figure out on your own how to format as above.

The Works Cited will be the last page of your essay and must be formatted according to MLA standards as well. Set paragraph format to “hanging” and continue double spacing.

11th GRADE RESEARCH PAPER CONTRACT

Student Name:  ___________________________________________

Research Topic:  _________________________________________

The research project is an extremely important aspect of the junior curriculum.  Please be aware of the following guidelines:

The final paper is due on Thursday, November 11, 2010, and there are NO EXCEPTIONS.   EVEN IF YOU ARE ABSENT, THE PAPER MUST BE HERE.  NO LATE WORK ACCEPTED.  This will count as two major writing grades.  Students may turn their papers in 1 day late (Friday, November 12, 2010) for a penalty of 20 points.  Students are also required to turn their papers in to Turnitin.com by 12am, Friday November 12th   Failure to do so will result in a 10 point penalty.
Work will be completed both in class and at home.  Chattahoochee Media Center hours are from 7:30 -4:00.  Students are welcome during homeroom with a pass.

We have set aside a considerable amount of class time for this paper.  You must bring your articles and related materials with you to class everyday that we work in class on the paper.
Important Due Dates:  

-Assigned Topic/Signed Contract due (Media Center Day):  Friday, October 29, 2010

-Media Center Day:  Tuesday, November 2, 2010

-Outline/Print Out of 5 Sources:  Wednesday, November 3, 2010

Computer Lab Day:  Friday, November 5, 2010 

-Rough Draft Due for Peer Edit:  Tuesday, November 9, 2010
Computer Lab Day:  Wednesday, November 10, 2010 

-Final Paper Due:  Thursday, November 11, 2010
-Turnitin.com:  Friday, November 12, 2010 (12am)

When you turn in your completed research paper on Thursday, November 11, 2010, the following will be assessed:

Final Draft of Research Paper

Pre-Writing /Outline
1 edited Rough Draft

Works Cited Page (in MLA format)


I understand and accept the above requirements for the research project
Student signature

Parent signature
Date Signed____________________________________



