Emily Dickinson Poem Questions (Questions on these poems WILL appear on your test)

“I heard a Fly buzz- when I died” pg 422 (a poem about dying)
1)  Identify Literary Devices (at least 2)

2) What actions has the speaker taken in preparation for death?

3)  In the final stanza what adjectives does the speaker use to describe the buzzing of a fly?

4)  What statement about dying is Dickinson making in this poem?

5)  Describe the tone and mood of the poem.

“There’s a certain slant of light,” pg 424 (a poem about the effects of winter time)
1)  Identify Literary Devices (at least 3)

2)  According to the speaker, in what ways does the winter light affect us?

3)  What does this light seem to represent to the speaker?

“My life closed twice before its close” pg 424 (a poem about parting with a loved one)
1)  Identify Literary Devices (at least 2)
2)  What type of events caused the speaker's life to "close twice before its close"?

3)  What is the third event?

4) Explain Dickinson's paradox of heaven and hell as she uses it with parting.

“Soul selects her own Society” pg 425 (a poem about the nature of the human soul)
1)  Identify Literary Devices (at least 2)
2)  To whom does the soul belong in this poem?

3)  How many people make up the soul's society?

5)  What is the soul's attitude toward the rest of the world? 

6)  What does the soul do after it chooses?

7)  How could this poem be autobiographical?
“The Brain is wider than the sky” pg 426

1)  Identify Literary Devices (at least 2)

2)  According to the poet how is the brain wider than the sky?  How is the brain deeper than the sea? 

3)  What do these images suggest about the power of the human mind and heart?
