First & Second Person

RULE: Never use first or second person sentence constructions in formal essay writing.  

· Academic writing should not include first or second person sentence constructions.

· Ex: “I will tell you about Dickinson’s reclusive life”

· Ex: “You can see that Dickinson had a reclusive life.”

· Good authors thwart this by using the third person pronoun, “one” or by simply cutting the excess language.

· Ex: “One can see that Dickinson had a reclusive life.”

· Ex: “Dickinson had a reclusive life.”

· In most instances, the second example is more desirable.  It cuts the “fat” off of the composition and keeps the essay focused on the facts. 

WRITE: Why do you think this is important for academic writing?

PRACTICE!  Fix the following sentences by shifting out of first or second person.

1.) Many of us remember Walt Whitman today for his democratic themes.

___________________________________________________________________________

2.) My first paragraph will tell you about the ways that Dickinson struggled with isolation.

___________________________________________________________________________

3.) I have broken the points of comparison into three main sections.

___________________________________________________________________________

4.) Have you ever wondered what you would do if you were stuck alone in your home?

___________________________________________________________________________

Embedding Quotations

RULE: No quotation should stand alone in academic writing.  

· Quotations need to be interwoven with the author’s own words.  It can be difficult at times to rework your sentences to do this, but it is necessary to maintain a strong voice as an author.  

· Introduce the speaker of the quotation.

· Whitman writes, “I am the…”

· Commenting on Dickinson, literary critic Carla Johnston writes that she, “captures all of…”

·  According to Johnston, Dickinson, “captures all of…”

WRITE: What other “structural” elements do you notice about the embedded quotations?  (i.e. punctuation)


· Use the following “starters” to embed the work you have already done.  

· This concept is apparent in the line that reads, “…”

· According to Professor John Doe, Whitman “…”

· Dickinson writes, “…”

· This point is evidenced in line three, “…”

· Doe points out that, “…”

PRACTICE!  Embed the following quotations.

1.) “Whitman’s poetry is America in pure form.”  [Quote from Professor Doe]

______________________________________________________________________________

2.) “The soul selects her own society.”  [From Emily Dickinson’s poem]

______________________________________________________________________________

3.) “Dickinson is remembered for her meter.”  [Quote from critic Carla Johnston]

______________________________________________________________________________

Contractions

RULE: Avoid contractions in formal academic writing.  

· Contractions are abbreviations for the way we speak and are acceptable in some forms of writing.  When writing for the academic world, however, it is important to write out the words in question to sound more intellectual.  

· Ex:  America can’t forget the works of Walt Whitman.

· Ex:  Her poems don’t express the same ideology as Whitman’s work.

PRACTICE! Unpack the following contractions by writing out the words that are abbreviated.

1.) Can’t 
________________________________

2.) Won’t 
________________________________

3.) Shouldn’t  
________________________________

4.) It’s 

________________________________

5.) Isn’t 
________________________________

6.) Doesn’t 
________________________________

7.) Would’ve
________________________________

8.) Should’ve     ________________________________
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