Global Issues Research Project
Overview

With the option of having 1 PARTNER, you will choose one modern-day global issue that you are personally interested in to thoroughly research.  You will have to:

I. Present the historical context of the issue.  Give a brief historical overview of your topic.
II. Present the current situation of your issue (make sure to include specific examples!)  For example, if you are researching genocide you may want to talk about Darfur or Armenia.  What direction will this topic take in the future?
III. Present any solutions/programs/initiatives being created to solve this problem.  What is being done to address this issue?  You will be expected to know your topic well enough to answer questions from the teacher and the audience.
After you have researched your topic, you will have to design a Power Point presentation to demonstrate what you have learned.
Research

This will count as a MAJOR writing grade, and you will be required to parenthetically cite throughout your presentation, and you must include a works cited slide.  The rules for the sources are listed below:
We are asking that you include minimum of (3) different sources.  You will probably use more.

· One MUST be from a magazine or newspaper article

· One MUST be a pdf internet file document that is 3 pages or more (ex: you would GOOGLE “Darfur” filetype:pdf
· One of the sources MAY be from an approved website 

· One MAY be from a video broadcast

Also, as part of your 3 sources, you will be required to use at least (1) primary source (interview or 1st hand account) that will help you learn about the topic. 

Deadlines:

The class will have a specific deadline to show what work you have accomplished for the project. The work provided at those deadlines will be homework grades for the class.  We will spend March 9th, 10th, and 14th in the Computer Labs.
March 8th
Students choose a topic. Topic must be a world issue and may not only pertain to the US. (We have the final say on approving a topic)
March 11th 
Initial written outline of topic in section form and two sources that will be used for the research component of the power point

March 16th 
Presentations to the class begin. Copy of power point and subtext is due on the day of presentation.
Power Point Requirements

1. 8-10 slides including your introductory slide, concluding slide and a woks cited slide
2. Presentations should be roughly 5 minuets.
3. You must include at least 4-5 bullet points of information on each slide!

4. Presentation must be animated and have transitions
5. Your slides must be professional looking, grammatically correct, and informative!
6. ALL SOURCES MUST BE CITED on the bottom of the slide.  (authors last name, title of article)
7. Use proper public speaking techniques, voice projection, eye-contact, posture when presenting.  Make sure you do not read word for word from the slides, talk to the audience about your topic.
Subtext to Power Point- Due Friday, March 11th
A written subtext must accompany the power point to help explain the topic. The write up should be no more than one page long and can be done in bullet points.  Written in outline form:

I. Introduction

· Explanation of topic

II. Body

· Information/facts on a topic

III. Conclusion

· Summary and use of facts and solutions to support your stance


Possible Topics Include:

· Clean Energy Race

· The Diamond Industry in Africa

· How to Rebuild Haiti After the Earthquake
· The Return of Baby Doc Duvalier

· Tunisia’s New Reality

· The Muslim Brotherhood’s role in Egypt

· Avoiding a Third Lebanon War

· The Rising Chinese Consumer
· Moving Forward in Sudan
· NATO’s Future : How to Keep the Alliance Relevant 
Leaving Iraq
· The European Union

· The Hezbollah-Iran Partnership
· Afghanistan and Pakistan

· Solving the Kashmir Conundrum
· The Libyan Crisis

· Poverty in Mexico and South America

·  Various international dictatorships

· International Child Labor
	ELEMENT
	Exemplary  (9-10)
	Proficient (8)
	Partially Proficient (7) 
	Unsatisfactory 

(4-6)
	POINTS

	Research/Sources
	You accurately researched a variety of information sources, recorded and interpreted significant facts, meaningful graphics, accurate sounds and evaluated relavent information. 
	You recorded relevant information from multiple sources of information, evaluated and synthesized relevant information.
	Note cards show you misinterpreted statements, graphics and questions and failed to identify relevant arguments

Or most information is from unreliable sources.
	Note cards show you recorded information from four or less resources, did not find graphics or sounds, and ignored alternative points of view.

Or most/all information is from unreliable sources.
	X2

	Introduction
	The introduction presents the overall topic and draws the audience into the presentation with compelling questions or by relating to the audience's interests or goals. 
	The introduction is clear and coherent and relates to the topic.
	The introduction shows some structure but does not create a strong sense of what is to follow. May be overly detailed or incomplete and is somewhat appealing to the audience.
	The introduction does not orient the audience to what will follow. 

The sequencing is unclear and does not appear interesting or relevant to the audience.
	

	Content
	The content is written clearly and concisely with a logical progression of ideas and supporting information. 

The project includes motivating questions and advanced organizers. The project gives the audience a clear sense of the main idea.

Information is accurate, current and comes mainly from * primary sources. 
	The content is written with a logical progression of ideas and supporting information. 

Includes persuasive information from reliable sources.
	The content is vague in conveying a point of view and does not create a strong sense of purpose. 

Includes some persuasive information with few facts.

Some of the information may not seem to fit.

Sources used appear unreliable.
	The content lacks a clear point of view and logical sequence of information.

Includes little persuasive information and only one or two facts about the topic.

Information is incomplete, out of date and/or incorrect.

Sequencing of ideas is unclear.
	X2 

	Text/Layout
	The fonts are easy-to-read and point size varies appropriately for headings and text. 

Use of italics, bold, and indentations enhances readability. 

Text is appropriate in length for the target audience and to the point. 

The background and colors enhance the readability of text. 
	Sometimes the fonts are easy-to-read, but in a few places the use of fonts, italics, bold, long paragraphs, color or busy background detracts and does not enhance readability. 
	Overall readability is difficult with lengthy paragraphs, too many different fonts, dark or busy background, overuse of bold or lack of appropriate indentations of text. 
	The text is extremely difficult to read with long blocks of text and small point size of fonts, inappropriate contrasting colors, poor use of headings, subheadings, indentations, or bold formatting.
	

	Citations
	Sources of information are properly cited and the audience can determine the credibility and authority of the information presented.

All sources of information are clearly identified and credited using appropriate citation format. 
	Most sources of information use proper citation format, and sources are documented to make it possible to check on the accuracy of information.
	Sometimes copyright guidelines are followed and some information, photos and graphics do not include proper citation format.
	No way to check validity of information.
	

	Graphics, Sound and/or Animation
	The graphics, sound and/or animation assist in presenting an overall theme and enhance understanding of concept, ideas and relationships. 

Original images are created using proper size and resolution, and all images enhance the content.

There is a consistent visual theme.
	The graphics, sound/and or animation visually depict material and assist the audience in understanding the flow of information or content.

Original images are used. 

Images are proper size, resolution.
	Some of the graphics, sounds, and/or animations seem unrelated to the topic/theme and do not enhance the overall concepts.

Most images are clip art or recycled from the internet.

Images are too large/small in size. 

Images are poorly cropped or the color/resolution is fuzzy.
	The graphics, sounds, and/or animations are unrelated to the content. 

Graphics do not enhance understanding of the content, or are distracting decorations that create a busy feeling and detract from the content.
	

	Writing Mechanics
	The text is written with no errors in grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
	The text is clearly written with little or no editing required for grammar, punctuation, and spelling.
	Spelling, punctuation, and grammar errors distract or impair readability.

(3 or more errors)
	Errors in spelling, capitalization, punctuation, usage and grammar repeatedly distract the reader and major editing and revision is required.

(more than 5 errors)
	

	TOTAL POINTS
	 ___ /90


____/10 points presentation points 
_________100 Total Score

-20 points for being late

