How to Cover a War - Questions

What problems does the author state are "as old as the republic"? To which republic is he referring? Why do you think he chose to identify it this way? 


According to the author, what is the current dilemma facing the press? 


Why would the White House ask reporters to "exercise judgment," according to the author? 


Why does the author argue that staff and budget cuts would affect a media company's ability to accurately cover foreign events? 


What does the author mean when he refers to "the good old days of Monica, Diana, and O.J."? What effect did coverage of these celebrities have on news circulation and television ratings? 


What did General Powell tell reporter Barrie Dunsmore? What do you think was his justification for making that statement? 


What is the main point of this article? 


How does this article, as an editorial piece, differ from hard news articles that you have read or heard on this topic? 


Who is the author, and why is knowing information about who he is important?
In your small group, review the assigned paragraph of the article. 

Using markers, on the paper provided, select a sentence from the paragraph (the more complex, the better) and write it clearly at the top of the paper. Then, as a group, answer the following questions, writing your responses below the sentence: 

1. Is this statement an opinion or a fact, or does the sentence contain some elements that are fact and others that are opinions? Identify each.

2.  Are there elements in the statement that are neither fact of opinion? If so, what are they?

3. What elements in the sentence do you feel are unsubstantiated (unsupported)? What would a reporter need to do to substantiate these claims to include the sentence in a news article? 

4. Does the sentence address events or issues in the past, the present, or the future? What does this tense tell you about how factual or speculative the statement is?

5. Are there examples of rhetorical devices (such as images or metaphors) that the author uses in this sentence to emphasize a particular point?  What are they, and what is the effect of each in understanding the author's purpose? 

6. Do you think that opinions expressed in this sentence are emotional or intellectual in nature, and why? What is the difference? 

7. Do you agree with the statement? Why or why not? 

