In Class Essay: Of Mice and Men
Rubric for Evaluating Essays

	60 and below
	60-70
	70-80
	80-90
	90-100

	Blank paper
	Incorrect purpose, mode, audience
	Correct purpose, mode, audience
	Correct purpose, mode, audience
	Correct purpose, mode, audience

	Foreign language
	Brief, vague
	Some elaboration
	Moderately well elaborated
	Effective elaboration

	Illegible, incoherent
	Unelaborated
	Some details
	Clear, effective language
	Consistent organization in paragraphs

	Not enough content to score
	Rambling
	Gaps in organization
	Organized (perhaps with brief digressions)
	Mature use of vocabulary

	
	Immature/childish writing style
	Limited language control
	
	Little to no Grammar Errors

	
	Poor organization
	
	
	Specific details/Quotes from the text


Essay Topics:  Choose ONE

1)  The killing of Candy's old dog foreshadowed Lennie's death. Describe the two killings, pointing out any similarities and differences between them.

2)  Discuss Steinbeck’s descriptions of the natural world. What role does nature play in the novel’s symbolism?
3) Analyze the characters of Slim, Crooks, and Curley. What role does each character play? DO NOT just summarize each of these men. You must describe and demonstrate what their ROLES are?  What is their PURPOSE in the novel?
Pre-writing/Brainstorming:

