In Class Essay: Race and Identity Unit
Write an essay using one of the questions below as your focal point.  Carefully consider what your thesis will be and then craft an essay around your main point that includes:

· An inviting introduction, or “hook”

· A conclusion that does more than simply restate your thesis

· Supporting evidence from the film that shows rather than tells the reader why your point is valid

You will need to have evidence of some form of prewriting, and your final draft needs to be 4-5 pages in length (double spaced, fronts only).  If you finish early, be sure to go back and check your work for spelling and grammatical errors.

All of the topics ask you to consider how the film supports, shows or reveals something.  This is not an essay just about the script and lines from the movie.  Be sure to also consider and include support for your thesis from the film.  Think about any specific scenes/shots/images or film techniques (montage, camera angles, camera movements, lighting, etc.) that would support your point.

Essay Topics (Choose One):
1. Choose two of the following readings: “Sure You Can Ask me a Person Question”, “My Two Dads”, “Arabs and the Media”, and “Is it Okay to Date Someone Outside of your Race?”  Compare and Contrast the author’s discussion of stereotypes in his/her work.  How does the author demonstrate these stereotypes?  Also, what statement is the author trying to make? 

2. The title of the film is Do the Right Thing, and Da Mayor tells Mookie, “Always do the right thing.”  At what moment do you think this advice becomes applicable?  Does Mookie do the right thing?  Does anyone?

3.    In the film Do the Right Thing, how do material possessions define/reflect identity?  Consider Buggin’ Out’s      
shoes, Raheem’s radio, Sal’s pizzeria?

4.    Select three of the main characters in the film Crash. Compare and contrast their different feelings about     
race. How did their perspectives influence their behavior? What were their blind spots? What were their 
virtues?
5.  Irony is when there is a discrepancy between what you can logically expect will happen or be said, and 
what actually DOES happen.  List at least three examples of irony in the film Crash and describe how they are shown.

