Journal Reflection Project
Counts as a major Writing Grade

Due:  Monday, May 3rd 2010
Overview:  You will present your ten best journal writings/reading logs, along with a short reflective piece about your writing process so far this year, and a “keeper letter” from a parent or trusted adult.  You may choose what to share with us; while journals are not assessed on content, please keep it appropriate for your teachers to read.
Journals

You have been asked to write without stopping for 9 minutes each journal that we have had.  As such, the length of your writing should be at least ¾ of a page in length (longer if you have big handwriting).  

You have an option of including up to two extra journals for 4 points of extra credit.

Me as a Writer

Write a one page, typed, double-spaced reflection on your writing and your writing process.  Be sure to use paragraphs, have a hook for an intro, a clear conclusion, etc.
I want to know…

· Were any of the grades you received for writing surprising to you?  What were they and what was surprising about the remarks or grades?
· At the end of the semester, what do you feel are your strengths as a writer?  What areas do you want to continue to develop?
· What did you learn about yourself (your values, attitudes or beliefs) from your work in this class (i.e., things you read/viewed/studied or wrote) this semester?
· Name ONE thing you think has been valuable about your time this class, something you would recommend that we continue next year.
You will need to include have at least ONE edited rough draft of this paper.
Keeper Letter

The portfolio project is one we all work on together.  We are a community of writers.  We have actively worked with each other on our writing as peer editors and reviewers.   I am also asking that you expand the community to include at least one other person outside of our class.  I would like you to select a parent or guardian and ask them to help you in reviewing some of your final writing selections and providing you with some feedback.  I will provide you with a letter to give to your selected adult reviewer describing our expectations. 

Your project will be graded on:

· The contents of your journal (length, effort, not punctuation and mechanics).

· The quality of your Me as a Writer piece (length, effort, punctuation and mechanics)

· The quality of your presentation (bound, neatly presented, table of contents)

The Journal Project is a major writing grade.  Late projects will lose 20 points if one day late and will NOT be accepted at all after then.  

DUE DATES:
Due:  Monday, May 3rd 2010
ABSOLUTELY NO PAPERS FOR ANY REASON WILL BE TAKEN AFTER TUESDAY, MAY 4TH. 2010- ABSENCES ARE NOT AN EXCUSE!!!

Turn your paper ANY TIME BETWEEN APRIL 27TH AND APRIL 29th and receive 5 extra credit points!
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Keeper Letter

Dear Parent or Trusted Adult Friend:

For our senior language arts class, your student has been asked to prepare a writer’s portfolio.  We have worked hard on our writing in the past three months, through essays, letters and journal entries Our class is a community of writers, and we actively work with each other on our writing as peer editors and reviewers.   I am also asking you to help expand the community by providing feedback and input to your student from someone outside of our class.  Please review the writing selections from your student and write a short HANDWRITTEN letter to him or her to tell them what you liked about their writing.  I am asking that you keep your comments positive—they have their teacher to provide the tough love—but if you have one or two constructive comments to help them better develop their strengths, feel free to include them.

Your student and I will be the only ones reading the note, and I promise I won’t grade the content of your letter.  We greatly appreciate your participation in this project.  Their portfolio is due December 10th.  

Feel free to email me if you should have any questions at hayesn@fultonschools.org or schierholzd@fultonschools.org.

Journal Project Rubric

Name:





Period:

	
	A true work of art!

5
	Just a little short of perfect

4
	Still needs another draft

3
	Not “Final Portfolio” Quality

2



	Presentation

x 1
(5 possible points)
	Neatly bound with a typed table of contents; show signs of extra effort
	Neatly bound with a typed table of contents
	Table of contents is not typed OR the portfolio is not neatly bound
	Table of contents is missing and portfolio is not neatly bound

	Me As A Writer

x 5

(25 possible points)
	Neatly typed and well written and organized; includes all of the required elements in assignment.
	Typed, shows some sign of organization and style, includes all of the required elements. 
	Paper is not well written OR is missing 1-2 required elements:
	Shows very little sign of effort.  Missing more than two required elements:

	Journals

requirements

x 3

(15 possible points)


	Ten journal entries are included
	8-9 journals and reading logs are included
	7-6 journals and reading logs are included.
	5 or fewer reading logs or journals are included.

	Journals

quality

x 10

(50 possible points)


	Ten complete journals and reading logs that show the writer has put real effort into the work presented.
	Ten reading logs and journals are included.
	One or two of the reading logs or journals are missing or incomplete (short).
	More than three of the reading logs or journals are missing or incomplete (short).


***- 5 is Me As A Writer is not typed, double spaced




Subtotal 
______-






                                   Keeper Letter (5 points)         ______       
                                 











Writer’s Choice (up to 4pts)  
_______

Comments: 















Turned in before due date (5 pts)
_______







TOTAL _________/100

-20 points if turned in on May 4th, 2010 (even if you were absent!!!)

