Maus by Art Spieglemen

Character Frame Analysis Essay
Due:  February 1st, 2010
What is my topic?  
Choose a main character from Maus.  Think about the traits that define that character.  After you have thought this through, choose a scene (1 page, front and back) from Maus which adds to the characterization of this character.  
In your paper you will use quotes from the scene, page layout, and the pictures to analyze how the author characterizes your chosen character.
How should my paper be structured?

This is an analysis paper.  Therefore, your paper should have a clear introduction introducing your chosen character and scene.  There should also be a clearly recognizable thesis statement.  The paper should be organized into body paragraphs and end with a conclusion that ties the entire paper together.

How long should this paper be?

2-3 pages, double spaced, Times New Roman Font, standard margins

Do I need a works cited page and parenthetical citations?

Yes you do.  Since this is an analysis essay, you will be using quotes from the text to support your ideas.  Therefore, a MLA works cited page, and MLA parenthetical documentation is required.  

When is this paper due?

All papers are due on Monday, February 1st 2010.  You may turn your paper in on the 2nd with a penalty of 20 points.  Absolutely NO papers will be accepted after the 2nd of February 2010.  Also, papers must be submitted to Turnitin.com by 12am, February 2nd.  Failure to submit to Turnitin.com will result in a penalty of 10 points.
So, what exactly should be turned in?

The following should be turned in the listed order:

-Rubric

- Final Paper (with page number of scene analyzed in heading)
-Works Cited Page

-Rough Draft/Pre-Writing
***Important Due Dates***

 Pre-Writing/Essay Outline:   January 22nd 2010
Rough Draft/Peer Editing:   January 27th, 2010
Final Draft:  February, 1st 2010
Maus Character Frame Analysis Essay Rubric
	Student PRIVATE
name:
_________________________________
	Teacher:      Hayes/Schierholz

	Deadline: Monday, November 23rd 2009                                                      Date Paper Submitted: ______________________

	PRIVATE

PRIVATE

	Criteria
	Points

	
	4-6
	7
	8
	9-10
	

	Thesis 

or 

Main Idea
	No clear thesis is present
	Thesis is present, yet it lacks relevance and detail.  Also, thesis is NOT developed throughout paper
	Thesis is present, yet somewhat vague
	Thesis is on target, relevant, and precise and developed throughout the paper.
	____ 

	Transitions and

Organization
	Work is rarely logical, relevant, or organized, but seems random and thrown together.  No transitions between ideas. Structure of essay reflects little if any preparation.

Or

Is missing a Introduction or Conclusion
	Work is sometimes logical and relevant, and has only glimmers thought and sequence. Few if any transitions are used. Structure of essay reflects some preparation.

Or

Introduction and Conclusion are vague and difficult to identify
	Work is mostly logical and relevant and seems that some thought was used for sequence.  Some transitions are used. Structure of essay reflects adequate preparation.  Has clear Introduction and Conclusion.
	Work is very logical, well sequenced, relevant, and thought out. Ideas are well transitioned. Structure of essay reflects outstanding preparation. Has clear and appropriate Introduction and Conclusion.
	____ 

	Characterization
	Little to no characterization is discussed.  
Or

Character traits are NOT supported by textual evidence
	Characterization is vague, and or difficult to follow or understand.  
Or

Characterization is rarely supported by textual evidence
	Characterization is present, yet details and quotes are obvious and lack innovative thought
	Characterization is detailed, specific, is supported by textual evidence and is creative, and insightful.
	____X2 

	Us e of text, pictures and layout in  discussion
	Student uses none of these 
Or 

Only one of these in discussion

Or 

References all three, yet provides no analysis
	Student only uses two of these elements in discussion.

Or

Student uses all three, but inappropriately or Analysis is vague.  
	Student uses all three of these elements occasionally in the paper.  Analysis is present, yet obvious and un-insightful   
	Student references all three elements throughout the paper and appropriately analyzes them in reference to their character with insightful observations. 
	____X2

	Grammatical or Technical Errors
	Work has 6+ errors per page: Basic punctuation, spelling, capitalization, sub/verb agreement, pro/ant agreement.
	Work has 4-5 errors per page: Basic punctuation, spelling, capitalization, sub/verb agreement, pro/ant agreement.
	Work has 2-3 errors per page: Basic punctuation, spelling, capitalization, sub/verb agreement, pro/ant agreement.
	Work has 0-1 errors per page:

Basic punctuation, spelling, capitalization, sub/verb agreement, pro/ant agreement.
	____ 

	Follows basic directions
	Student is missing 3 or more elements
OR

Student fails to include parenthetical documentation
	Student fails to complete 2 minor elements.  
	Student is only missing one minor element.  
	12 point, Times New Roman, Double Spaced, Copy of Scene Discussed, MLA style parenthetical citations, rough draft/pre-writing, 2-3 pgs long.  
	____X2

	
	Works cited page disregards MLA format or is non-present.
	Works cited page contains an accumulation of errors.
	Works cited page is mostly accurate.
	Works cited page is accurate.
	____

	Teacher Comments:

	Total--->       _____/100


-20 Points:  1 day late       -10 Points:  Turn it in.com

Page of Helpful Tips/Terms/Ideas

How do you read a graphic novel? 

· Read top left hand corner frame to right and down left to right.

· Read the images as well as the words. Pay attention to the way the images are positioned within the frames.

· Notice the different way words exist in the frames. Either spoken: “speech bubbles” or “narration” (information given to the reader, not spoken out loud by characters).

Terms to know: 

Frames: the boxes that have the images, they are read left, right, top, bottom (usually)

Close-up: images are bigger, implying a “close-up” camera angle

Tight focus: one small aspect of the image is emphasized with a very close, tight shot.

Long-shot: images are farther away, implying the viewer sees them from a farther distance.

Worm’s eye view: images are seen  from a “ground” viewpoint looking up.

Bird’s eye view (ariel shot) images are seen from an “above” vantage looking down.

Characterization is the name for the techniques a writer uses to reveal the personality of characters to the reader.  Characterization is achieved in a number of different ways:

· Words:  Comments by the narrator, dialogue by others about the character, as well as the character’s own words; what is said, as well as how it is said – dialect, slang, tone -- are important.

· Thoughts:  What’s going on in the character’s mind, the character’s motives and choices

· Appearance:  The character’s physical characteristics and clothing 

· Actions:  What the character does

· Interactions:  How the character relates to others and others relation to character

· Names:  Often symbolic of a major character trait or role

· Chosen Setting:  The items, furnishings, etc. with which the character chooses to surround himself/herself 

· Change/Development:  The occurrence of and direction of change or development that a character undergoes inwardly.

Possible Characters and Scenes:

Vladek: pgs 5-6, 43-44, 45-46, 51-52, 57-58, 63-64, 67-68, 100-103
Artie: pgs 5-6, 67-68, 68-69, 96-97, 100-103
Anja: pgs 17-18, 31-32, 100-103
Mala:  pgs 92-93

***List of Character Traits on the Back***

