Maus/Poetry Study Guide

-Poetry

Haiku, meter, stanza, rhyme scheme, couplet, imagery, personification, simile, metaphor, extended metaphor

-Maus

 What are the characteristics of a graphic novel?

What is the significance of Vladek’s tattoo?

What is the genre for Maus?

How do you read a graphic novel?

What are some of the reoccurring symbols in Maus?

What are some of the many examples that depict Artie as an unsympathetic character?

Why does Vladek marry Lucia?

How is foreshadowing used in Maus?

What is the major difference between the comic strip and the graphic novel?

How is “the prisoner from hell planet” different from the rest of the novel?

What caused Anja’s death?

Why does Art’s mother commit “the perfect crime”?

Why does Art call his father a murderer?

What are the animal-human relationships in Maus?

What is the purpose of Art’s uniform in “prisoner from hell planet”?
*In addition to these topics, there will be:
· 2 Critical Poem Readings

· 1 Critical Passage Reading

· 5 Various Grammar Questions

· 1  Essay (50 points)  *poem on back
My Papa’s Waltz

The whiskey on your breath 
Could make a small boy dizzy; 

But I hung on like death: 

Such waltzing was not easy. 

We romped until the pans 

Slid from the kitchen shelf; 

My mother’s countenance 

Could not unfrown itself. 

The hand that held my wrist 

Was battered on one knuckle; 

At every step you missed 

My right ear scraped a buckle. 

You beat time on my head 

With a palm caked hard by dirt, 

Then waltzed me off to bed 

Still clinging to your shirt.

—Theodore Roethke

