OTHELLO PASSAGE ANALYSIS

DUE: TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15th 2011

Choose a passage from Othello and write an extended commentary (2 Pages- NOT including the passage, Times New Roman, 12 point font, double spaced) discussing: 

a) the importance of the passage by itself

b) the importance of the passage as part of the larger story

Be sure to use specifics from the play (3 quotations per body paragraph) to support your ideas.

DIRECTIONS:

PASSAGE LENGTH: The passage you choose should be 10-20 lines long. It can be a speech, a part of a speech, or a segment of dialogue. The passage can be shorter but make sure it’s a REALLY juicy one then so you’ll have enough to write about.

ABOVE your essay, type the passage. Then put the passage in your own words below it. Skip a few spaces, then write your title and your essay.

ESSAY OUTLINE:  

INTRODUCTION: BRIEFLY, What is important about this passage? (Why did you choose it?!) What key ideas does it capture (about characters, relationships, themes, etc.)? What is the context of the passage (where does it fit in the play?) 

BODY (PART 1): THE PASSAGE: Discuss what is important about your passage. Consider the following: 

a) What does it reveal about character(s)?

b) What does it reveal about theme(s)?
c) Discuss the literature devices in the passage (Metaphors, allusions, personification, imagery, etc.)
BODY (PART 2): THE CONTEXT: Discuss how your passage fits into the overall story. Consider the following:

a) How is it crucial to the flow of the plot?

b) “Character development.” How did the character(s) get to this point? What does the passage confirm, refute, etc. what you’ve witnessed so far with these characters?

c) Larger themes (big underlying ideas) of the story. For example, does it connect with the theme of jealousy? Revenge? Deception? Delusion? Love? 

d) Language: Are there metaphors, symbols or images in your passage that “echo” earlier ones?

CONCLUSION: Possibilities: What does it all add up to? ESSENTIALLY, why out of all the passages in the act did you pick this one? Perhaps choose a final quotation from the passage and explain how it sums up what's most important about the passage.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

KEY DUE DATES AND GUIDELINES:

-Final Paper Due: Tuesday, February 15th 2011

-Rough Draft Due:  Thursday, February 10th 2011

-Computer Lab Day:  Wednesday, February 9th 2011

-You MUST turn in an edited Rough Draft with the Final Essay

-Turnitin.com due 11:59pm on 2/15

-You MUST have a Works Cited Page with MLA style parenthetical citations

PREWRITING
INTRO 

BODY (PART 1)-THE PASSAGE (consider themes, character development, language, structure)

	KEY IDEA

1st supporting Quotation:

	KEY IDEA

2nd supporting Quotation:

	KEY IDEA
3rd supporting Quotation:



(



(




(
BODY (PART 2) – THE BOOK (connect ideas from passage to overall themes, character development in book) 

	Connection…Related scenes…

1st supporting Quotation:

	Connection…Related scenes…
2nd supporting Quotation:

	Connection…Related scenes…
3rd supporting Quotation:



CONCLUSION (see reverse side for suggestions)

MLA CITATION - SHAKESPEARE

The purpose of this handout is to show additional examples of the MLA citation style that are most likely to be needed when writing about Shakespeare. 

The Works Cited Entry

Unlike most edited books, the original author is given first, and the editor (or editors) appears after the title.

Shakespeare, William. The Tempest. Ed. Horace Howard Furness. New York, Dover, 
1964. Print.

Only if your citations are mostly from the editor’s work (such as the notes or other “editorial decisions”) would you cite the editor first:

Furness, Horace Howard, ed. The Tempest. By William Shakespeare. New York, 
Dover, 1964. Print.

In-Text Citation

Since there are many different editions of Shakespeare’s plays, it is not helpful to use the normal citation style of author and page number inside a paper. Instead cite by divisions – in the case of the plays, list act, scene, and line numbers. Use regular, not Roman, numerals.

..first admits this worry to himself, “Our fears in Banquo / Stick deep”

(3.1.48-49) and begins to plot murder.

...dodges the questions:

JAQUES. What stature is she of?

ORLANDO. Just as high as my heart. (3.2.285-86)

...as in Ariel’s entrance:

All haile, great Mafter, graue Sir, haile: I come

To anfwer thy beft pleasure; be’t to fly,

To fwim, to diue into the fire: to ride

On the curld clowds: to thy ftrong bidding, taske

Ariel, and all his Qualitie. (1.2.221-25)
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	____ 
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OR
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