Name_________________

Othello

Ms. Rodgers

Questions for 1.1

1. Who are Roderigo and Iago? What kind of people are they? Who is in control?

2. Who is Brabrantio? What kind of person is he?

3. How is Othello described? What expectations do you have for him?

4. What are some stereotypes present in this scene? How does it compare to the description in The Description of Leo Africanus? Use specific examples!

Name_________________

Othello

Ms. Rodgers

Questions for 1.2

1. Is Othello respected? How do you know?

2. How does Othello compare to the way he was described by Iago, Brabantio and Roderigo?

3. Why is Brabantio convinced that Othello did witchcraft on his daughter?

4, How does Iago act in this scene? How does this effect his characterization?

Name_________________





Block_____________

Othello

Ms. Rodgers

Questions for 1.3 

Answer in FULL SENTENCES

1. What does Brabantio admire in a woman? Why does he say his daughter was stolen?

2. What is you first impression of Desdemona? What is her “divided duty”?

3 How do you think Brabantio feels at the end of the scene? Why do you think this?

4. PREDICT: What do you think Iago and Roderigo are planning to do to Othello?

5. If Act 1 serves as the EXPOSITION for the novel, what important background information did we learn?

Name_________________





Block_____________

Othello

Ms. Rodgers

Questions for 2.1

Answer in FULL SENTENCES

1. What kind of man is Cassio? Provide at least one quote that shows his character and explain what you learn from it.

2. How does Iago think about women? What does this show ua about him?

3. What does Iago discuss with Roderigo at the end of the scene? What is Iago trying to get Roderigo to believe?

4. What is revealed in Iago’s soliloquy at the end of 2.1?

Name_________________





Block_____________

Othello

Ms. Rodgers

Questions for 2.3

Answer in FULL SENTENCES

1. Why does Iago get Cassio drunk? What is he hoping will happen?

2. Why does Othello demote Cassio?

3. What is Cassio so upset about? What does he blame his downfall on?

4. What does Iago tell Cassio to do?

5. What are the next steps in Iago’s plan?

Name_________________





Block_____________

Othello

Ms. Rodgers

Questions for 3.1 and 3.2

Answer in FULL SENTENCES

1. What is Cassio trying to do in 3.1? What is his plan?

2. What do you think of Emilia? Do you think she knows what her husband is up to?

3. PREDICT: Do you think Iago’s plan will work? Do you think he will destroy Othello?

Name_________________





Block_____________

Othello

Ms. Rodgers

Questions for 3.3 (Lines 1-296)

Answer in FULL SENTENCES

1. What is Desdemona and Cassio’s relationship like? Do you think that Othello has any reason to be jealous? Do you think Cassio is in love with Desdemona?

2. Why do you think Iago is so hesitant to tell Othello his suspicions about Cassio? What effect does this have on Othello?
3. Do you think Othello is easily convinced of his wife’s infidelity? What does this show us about his character?

4. How has Othello’s behavior towards his wife changed by the end of the reading? How does he treat her?

Name_________________





Block_____________

Othello

Ms. Rodgers

Questions for 3.3 (Lines 296-end))

Answer in FULL SENTENCES

1. Why does Emilia steal the handkerchief? What does she think it will be used for?

2. How has Othello changed since the beginning of the play? How is he characterized now?

3. What proof of Desdemona and Cassio’s relationship does Iago tell to Othello?

Name_________________





Block_____________

Othello

Ms. Rodgers

Questions for 3.4

Answer in FULL SENTENCES

1. What does Othello tell Desdemona about the handkerchief? Why do you think he tells her this?

2. Do you think Emilia is making the situation better or worse? Support your answer with textual evidence.

3. Who is Bianca? How do you think Cassio feels about her?
Name_________________





Block_____________

Othello

Ms. Rodgers

Questions for 4.1

Answer in FULL SENTENCES

1. How does Cassio feel about Bianca? How can you tell?

2. How does Iago use Cassio and Bianca’s relationship against Othello?

3. What has Othello asked Iago to do to Cassio?
4. What does Othello plan to do to Desdemona?

5. What is Lodovic’s response to Othello? What does he (Lodovic) say about him (Othello)?

Name_________________





Block_____________

Othello

Ms. Rodgers

Questions for 4.2

Answer in FULL SENTENCES

1. What is Othello questioning Emilia about? What is he trying to get out of her?

2. What does Othello call Desdemona? How does she react?
3. What has happened to Othello’s character? What is he like now?

4. What advice does Iago give to Desdemona? 

5. What does Iago ask Roderigo to do for him at the end of 4.2?
Name_________________





Block_____________

Othello

Ms. Rodgers

Questions for 4.3

Answer in FULL SENTENCES

1. Why does Othello tell Desdemona to send Emilia away?  Does Desdemona seem suspicious?

2. This is the most we have ever heard from Desdemona. What are you impressions of her?

3. What does Emilia say about infidelity (cheating)? What does Desdemona say?

Name_________________





Block_____________

Othello

Ms. Rodgers

Questions for 5.1

Answer in FULL SENTENCES

1. How is the opening scene of Act 5 similar to the opening of Act 1?
2. What does Iago mean when he says, “Cassio hath a daily beauty in his life that makes me ugly?

3. Where is Othello going when he says, “Thy bed, lust-stained, shall with lust’s blood be spotted?”

4. Why does Iago stab Roderigo?

5. How does Iago treat Bianca?
Name_________________





Block_____________

Othello

Ms. Rodgers

Questions for 5.2

Answer in FULL SENTENCES

1. Othello makes two false statements, one is a lie and another a misunderstanding. What are they and which is which?

2. Whom does Desdemona blame for her death? Does Emilia believe him?

3. What does Othello begin to realize about what has happened? Why does he attack Iago?

4. How do Roderigo’s pockets clarify what happened?

5. How does Othello regain his greatness?
