Outside Reading Project
American Literature

DUE DATE: October 21st 2010
Choose ONE of the following creative projects to present to the class.  Your project will be assessed as well as your oral presentation.  See attached Rubric for details.
A. Photograph real people, places, and things that represent the scenes, characters, settings, symbols, etc. in your novel.  Secure at least ten pictures in an album.  The album’s front cover should list the name of the book and the author.  For each photo, write a caption that labels the picture and explains how it is connected to the story.  Captions should between 3-5 sentences. Photos MUST be original (not taken from the internet or books).  If you are not willing or able to have your photographs developed, you should not choose this project option.  
B.  Write a radio show version of one of the scenes in your story and record it on a cassette tape or CD.  Include dialogue that mirrors that of one scene from the original story.  You may want to add sound effects and/or music to make your show more entertaining and realistic.  You may ask a classmate or friends to help you in the radio show.  You must turn in a written script of your show.  Script must include a cover page with the title and the author.
C.  Write a resume of one of the better-detailed characters in the novel.  Imagine that the character is applying for a job (appropriate to his/her role in the story).  Include objective, prior experience, education/schooling/degrees, hobbies, references, etc.  Information given in the characters’ resume must apply to the character according the text of the novel.  Make the document look official.  Resume must include a cover page with the title and the author.  You may want to use resume-building websites to aid you in the construction of your resume.

D.  Make a scrapbook about the story or pretend a character had made it about his/her life.  This should look like a real scrapbook, complete with actual memorabilia, awards, letters, photos, mementos, ticket stubs, report cards, etc.  Include the book title, author, and the character’s name on the scrapbook.  Label each item (at least 10) and explain its significance in 3-4 sentences.

E.  Imagine you were to go through the trash of one of the characters.  What might you find? Bring in at least eight items to present to the class, along with a written explanation (at least one paragraph) for each of the items. Base your “finds” on the story and character actions.  To make your project as authentic as possible, bring the items in a garbage bag!
F.  Write a full essay in which you describe which character is the most or the least like you.  Your essay should include specific quotations from the novel and should include a clear introduction with thesis statement, a clear body complete with transitions, and a thoughtful conclusion.

G.  Create PowerPoint presentation with at least 10 slides (plus one title slide with book title and author). On each slide you will need to select an item (include a picture) that represents your book in some way. For each item you will need to write a paragraph explaining how the item represents some aspect of your book. You will be graded on the thoughtfulness of each item, the quality of your responses, and your ability to interpret the meaning of the novel through your silent presentation.

Outside Reading Project Rubric

Name:_________________________________________ Type of Project:________________________________

Title:__________________________________________________________________________________________

	Book Project: Physical Project Rubric = (50%)

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	General Appearance, Completeness, &
Organization
	Project is constructed w/masterful use of detail and attention 
	Project is attractive and demonstrates adequate use of detail and space.
	Evidence of some planning but inadequate use of space and less than expected attention to detail.
	Project appears constructed w/o adequate planning and attention to detail.

	Creativity
	Reflects unique or inventive thinking tying visual elements of project to underlying themes.
	Reflects creative use of detail to communicate significant element(s) of the story.
	Reflects shallow or inadequate relationship between project and story.
	Does not demonstrate thoughtful relationship between project and story.

	Materials

&

Workmanship
	Enhance overall 

appearance
	Positively contribute to

general appearance.
	Damaged or in need

of quality control.
	Not suitable for

acceptable project.

	Overall Impression
	Goes beyond the book.  
Very Impressive
	Adequate representation of the book.
	Falls short
	Inadequate effort


Comments:









Physical Product Score  ________/16

	Book Project: Oral Presentation Rubric = (50%)

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Poise and Preparation
	High level of planning and preparation is evidenced by confident and organized presentation, which falls within allotted time.
	Adequate level of planning and preparation is reflected in reasonably smooth presentation, which falls within allotted time.
	Poise and composure indicate need for additional preparation and planning. Time parameters may also be a concern.
	Obvious lack of preparation contributes to deficiency in poise, composure and observance of time requirements.

	Content
	Rich, and reflective. Creatively communicates thematic relationships found within story.
	Sufficiently addresses the required elements of the presentation.
	Loosely organized and/or superficially addresses the required elements of the presentation.
	Does not reflect a thorough understanding or adequate reading of the book.

	Knowledge
	Presentation & response to questions reflects a thorough understanding of the book and its related themes.
	Presentation & response to questions reflects a basic understanding of the book and its related themes.
	Presentation & response to questions reflects a superficial understanding of the book and its related themes
	Presentation & response to questions reflects an inadequate reading or understanding of the book.

	Professionalism of 

Presentation
	Presentation is organized and the interest level of the audience is maintained
	Thoughts articulated clearly, though does not engage audience
	Thoughts don't flow, not clear, does not engage audience
	Mumbles, audience has difficulty hearing, confusing


Comments:









Oral Presentation Score  ________/16
TOTAL SCORE:___________/32 = ________________
