Poetry of the World

Due: Tuesday, April 26th 2011
Your Task:  With the option of working with one partner, you will be choosing a major work of poetry by a world poet either from the list or of your own choosing.   If you are searching for regions of interest, you may want to keep the following regions in mind:
-Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Latin America, Europe (Greece- Britain- Ireland) 

PABLO NERUDA, NAOMI SHIHAB NYE, SHU TING, BEI DAO, JANICE MIRIKATANI, MURIEL RUKEYSER, MARTIN ESPADA,  YEVGENY YEVTUSHENKO,  PABLO NERUDA, WILLIAM BUTLER YEATS, RUMI,  WH AUDEN, EAVAN BOLAND,  HORACE, CATULLUS,  CZESLAW MILOZ,  WISLAW SZYMBORSKA, YEHUDA AMICHAI, TAHA MUHAMMAD ALI,  LEOPOLD SEDAR SENGHOR,  NGUYEN THI VINH, GUNTER GRASS, KO UN, INES ABASSI

The following will be turned in:

1.  Completed Typed Explication
2.   A Copy of the poem

The following will be presented to your peers:

1. A brief discussion of the biography and life of the poet.

2. A reading of the poem

3. The  global events that inspired the poem/meaning and interpretation
POEMS MAY NOT:
· BE SONG LYRICS

· BE WRITTEN BY AN AMERICAN AUTHOR

· BE SHORTER THAN 8 LINES

You will also write an explication of the poem to be turned in along with your oral presentation.  Answers must be typed, double spaced, and Times New Roman Font.  Also you MUST include a copy of the poem:

Poetry Project Rubric:

	
	Perfect.  Pure poetry

10
	You understood the poem

8
	You didn’t quite “get” the poem

6
	Did you read the poem?

4

	Preparation

X1

(10 pts. possible)
	Between 5 and 7 minutes, clearly rehearsed and prepared.
	Between 5 and 7 minutes, could have used a little more preparation/rehearsal
	Under 5 or over 7 minutes in length, needed a little more rehearsal/prep time.
	Under 5 or over 7 minutes in length; little evidence of preparation.

	Reading of poem

X1
(10 pts. possible)
	Nuanced, rehearsed reading of poem.
	Poem read clearly.
	Poem read, but reader was not perfectly familiar with the text.
	Reader clearly was unfamiliar with the material.

	Explication

X2
(20 pts. possible)
	Meaning, tone and imagery discussed and supported with detailed evidence from poem 
	Meaning, tone and imagery discussed with some reference to poem.
	Meaning, tone and imagery mentioned; did not reference poem directly.
	Did not discuss meaning, tone OR imagery in presentation.

	Discussion the author’s biography and global inspiration

X1

(10 pts. possible)
	Essential question addressed and explored with detailed evidence from poem.
	Essential question addressed and explored
	Discussion of self and the poem is inaccurate; not supported by text.
	No discussion of self and identity and the poem.


-10 Points for Late

-10 for not typed










___________/50

Outline for the Explication

1st Paragraph -- Context


Situate the poem in context by saying where the poem “fits” into the poet’s background.  Include any social, political, or literary movements in the poet’s background or any unusual personal experience that caused the poet to write this poem.  This will require research on your part.  You may use an online source, but avoid message boards, Wikipedia and like websites.  You may find your best bet is to check out a book or biography on the poet you whose poem you choose.  Document all sources in MLA format.

2nd Paragraph -- Summary


In this paragraph you should summarize the poem.  

3rd Paragraph -- Theme


What was the author’s intention or purpose in writing this poem?  To incite people to action, to express love for someone, etc?  What did the poet what to say in the poem?  Remember that what the poet SAYS and what he actually MEANS aren’t always the same.  Remember, the theme can be stated in a sentence -- not a word.

4th Paragraph -- Nuts and Bolts


How does the poet say what they want to say?  Be sure to include a discussion on the following (be sure to reference specific lines):

    a) Poet’s point of view, mood, and tone

    b) The development of the poet’s theme -- include explanation of symbolism and connotations (allusions to mythology, historical events etc…)

    c) Poetic Style (aka poetic devices, the technical elements of the poem)

        1. The form (is it a ballad, free form, sonnet etc…)

        2. Rhyme scheme (or any)

        3. Diction

        4. Figures of speech (metaphors, similes, hyperboles etc…)

        5. Imagery

        6. Appeals to emotion or intellect (pathos, logos)

        7. Sarcasm, verbal irony

**keep in mind you do not have to cover every single thing listed here; if the poem does not use hyperbole, then don’t mention it.

5th Paragraph -- Evaluation


How well does the poet say what they want to say?  Consider the emotional response you have to the poem, the freshness of the approach, the unity, clarity and force of the presentation.


In this paragraph, the concluding paragraph, in order to avoid repeating what you’ve already said, you might use one or more of these ideas:

         1.  Your own reaction as to why is an effective representation of the author’s ethnic background.
         2.  Assess the degree of success the poet achieves


. 

