Realism/Naturalism

~1855-1900  (Civil War and Postwar Period)

Elements:
· Realism sought to portray life as faithfully and accurately as possible, focusing on ordinary people suffering the harsh realities of everyday life
· Naturalism also sought to portray ordinary peoples’ lives, but suggested that environment, heredity, and chance, or forces they could neither understand nor control, determined peoples’ fate.
· Naturalism is an extension of Realism with the addition of “pessimistic determinism”
· Attack upon romanticism and romantic writers
· Purpose is to entertain and instruct
· Straightforward
Subject Matter/Techniques:

· The subject matter of Realism is drawn from “our experience”—it treated the common, the average, the non-extreme, the representative, the probable.
· Character is more important than plot—ordinary characters studied in depth
· Settings are thoroughly familiar to writer
· Plots emphasize the normality of daily experiences (hence “realism”).
· There is an objection to the omniscient point of view
· The use of symbolism is controlled and limited; depend more on the use of images
· Dialogue includes voices from around the country
Attitudes:

· The belief that humans control their destinies
· Characters act on their environment rather than simply reacting to it

· Hardship influenced artistic vision

· Following the Romantics, Realist and Naturalists wanted to focus on portraying “real life” as ordinary people lived it and attempted to show characters and events in an honest, objective, almost factual way.

Authors:
· Mark Twain
· Stephen Crane
· Kate Chopin 
· Edith Whorton
· Jack London
· Ambrose Bierce
