OUTLINE OF AMERICAN LITERATURE


THE AMERICAN RENAISSANCE: ROMANTICISM
DATES ENCOMPASSED — 1820-1850 [Romanticism]
OVERVIEW — 
Romantic ideas centered on art as inspiration, the spiritual and aesthetic dimension of nature, and metaphors of organic growth. Art, rather than science, Romantics argued, could best express universal truth.  
It stressed individualism, affirmed the value of the common person, and looked to the inspired imagination for its aesthetic and ethical values.  Foremost among these writers were novelists Nathaniel Hawthorne and Herman Melville. The poet, critic, and short-story writer Edgar Allan Poe was one of the major figures of the first half of the century. His poetry profoundly affected the symbolist movement, and his short stories are among the triumphs of romantic horror. Poe was also the first American to use the detective story form.
PREDOMINANT WRITINGS —
Haunting short fiction and the “romance” novel
STYLE — 
Most use some of the following techniques to show their ideas: (1) nature as proof of a divine presence and as a mood; (2) individual emotion, and individual imagination.
The basic aims of romanticism were various:

(1) a return to nature and to belief in the goodness of humanity

(2) the rediscovery of the artist as a supremely individual creator

(3) the development of nationalistic pride

(4) the exaltation of the senses and emotions over reason and intellect
(5) a philosophical revolt against rationalism

PREDOMINENT THEMES —
Idealism, intellectualism, development of the self; nature and landscape; the individual and the community
ISSUES — 

Fantasy, the Gothic, the Human Mind, and the Environment
NOTABLE WRITERS —
Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Herman Melville
HISTORICAL/POLITICAL EVENTS —
Reform efforts, abolitionism, and experimental utopian communities
SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT/PRACTICE —
ROMANTICISM: Movement strongly influenced by nature with emphasis on the individual's emotion and imagination. The period can best be described as a journey away from the corruption of civilization and of the limits of rational thought towards the integrity of nature and the freedom of the imagination. Its style differed greatly from the classical, and was influenced more by simplicity, proportion, and restraint.
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