“Sure You Can Ask Me A Personal Question” Mimic Instructions

“Sure You Can Ask Me A Personal Question”, by Diane Burns (Lac Courte Oreilles- Cheemehuevi)

How do you do?

No, I am not Chinese.

No, not Spanish.

No, I am American Indian, Native American.

No, not from India.

No, not Apache

No, not Navajo.

No, not Sioux.

No, we are not extinct.

Yes, Indian.

Oh?

So that's where you got those high cheekbones.

Your great grandmother, huh?

An Indian Princess, huh?

Hair down to there?

Let me guess. Cherokee?

Oh, so you've had an Indian friend?

That close?

Oh, so you've had an Indian lover?

That tight?

Oh, so you've had an Indian servant?

That much?

Yeah, it was awful what you guys did to us.

It's real decent of you to apologize.

No, I don't know where you can get peyote.

No, I don't know where you can get Navajo rugs real cheap.

No, I didn't make this. I bought it at Bloomingdales.

Thank you. I like your hair too.

I don't know if anyone knows whether or not Cher

is really Indian.

No, I didn't make it rain tonight.

Yeah. Uh-huh. Spirituality.

Uh-huh. Yeah. Spirituality. Uh-huh. Mother

Earth. Yeah. Uh-huh. Uh-huh. Spirituality.

No, I didn't major in archery.

Yeah, a lot of us drink too much.

Some of us can't drink enough.

This ain't no stoic look.

This is my face.

How to do it:

Think about all the characteristics that make you unique.  You can even think about a part of you that people often don't understand.  One of my former students, in this assignment, selected stuttering. I've seen other students select their ethnic background, their religion, their passion (sports,art, dance, knitting), even their financial background or personal histories.

Take Burns' poem, and mimic it (same length, same style) in the same conversation style, as if you were answering questions about that thing you selected.  You can include positive or negative responses, but the most important thing is that you make it REAL and exactly the same structure as Burns used.

