
1.  In “Sweetheart of Song Tra Bong,” what transforms Mary Anne into a predatory killer?  Does it matter that Mary Anne is a woman?  How so?  What does the story tell us about the nature of the Vietnam War?

2.  Find three symbols in this chapter and explain them.

3.  Find three specific quotes and scenes from the chapter that illustrate Mary Anne’s change.  Also, explain Mary Anne’s transformation.  Does she go crazy?  Or does she simply change?

4.  What changes take place in Mary Anne’s appearance and demeanor after her conversation with Mark Fossie? How does Mary Anne respond when Mark Fossie suggests that she think about going home?

5.  Explain the whole “cave scene”.  What is going on?  What has Mary Anne become?  Make a list of all of graphic imagery from that scene.

6. Does it matter what happened, in the end, to Mary Anne? Would this be a better story if we knew, precisely, what happened to her after she left camp? Or does this vague ending add to the story? Either way, why?

