“Marriage is a Private Affair”

  

me:  __________________________________________

Response work










    Period:  _____

Directions:  Read the story and respond in complete sentences to the following questions (use the back as necessary): 

1. Do you think that Okeke will see his grandsons and make peace with his son and daughter-in law? Or, do you think he will continue to stick by his traditional beliefs and die without seeing his grandsons?  Use at least two details from the story and your commentary to support your answer.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Comprehension:  What ethnic difference(s) separate(s) Nnaemeka and Nene?  In predicting that his father will be unhappy with their marriage, what reasons does Nnaemeka give?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Comprehension:  In a sentence, summarize Okeke’s treatment of his son and daughter-in-law for the first eight years of their marriage.  In contrast, how do Nnaemeka’s Ibo friends in Lagos feel about Nene?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Explain in your own words the change of heart that Okeke experiences at the story’s end.  Why do you think learning about his grandchildren has affected him more than seeing his son’s wedding photograph?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Consider the title of the story.  Do you think Achebe is using verbal irony in the title?  Explain the significance of the title.  Does the story reveal that marriage is a private affair or a public affair?  Explain.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Critical Thinking:  The central conflict of this story is between the old ways and the new.  This conflict takes many forms:  rural vs. urban lifestyles, arranged marriages vs. love marriages, and housewives vs. career women.  Choose one of these conflicts.  Describe the conflict and explain how the conflict is or is not resolved by the story’s end.  Finally, describe your own response to the issues raised by this conflict (what are your feelings regarding the conflict?).

a. Conflict:

b. Describe the conflict and how it is or is not resolved by the end of the story (give two details from the story to support your answer):

c. What are your personal feelings regarding this conflict?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
