Things Fall Apart Study Guide

Chapters 1 and 2

1. How did Okonkwo become well-known? 

2. Describe Unoka (Okonkwo’s father).  How was he different from Okonkwo?  

3. How was a man judged amongst the Ibo?  Why was this important in Okonkwo’s situation?  

4. What is Umuofia?  How and why did Ikemefuna come to Umuofia?  

5.    What emotion rules Okonkwo and why?  

Chapter 3

1. What reasons did people consult the Oracle?  Why did Unoka go to see the Oracle?  

2. What did the Oracle tell Unoka?    

3. Who did Okonkwo consult to borrow yams?  Why did this person give to Okonkwo, and not to others?  

4. What happened during Okonkwo’s first planting year?  

5. What happened to Unoka when he died?  Why do you think the village treated people this way?   

Chapter 4 

1. How long did Ikemefuna live with Okonkwo?  Calling him the “ill-fated” boy, and referring to his story as being sad, is and example of what literary element?  

2. What is the Week of Peace?  Why is it observed by the village?  

3. Why did Okonkwo beat his wife?  Was it for a justified reason?  

4. What was Okonkwo’s penance for his actions?  Was he truly repentant, if so, did he show it? Why or why not?    

5. What was Okonkwo’s relationship like with Nwoye and Ikemefuna?  How is Nwoye different from the other boys?    

Chapter 5 

1. Describe the New Yam Festival?  What celebration is it similar to in the American culture? 

2. How did Okonkwo feel about the New Yam Festival?  Why?  

3. Why did Okonkwo beat his wife?  Do you think this was the real reason why he beat her?  Explain.  

4. Draw a family tree for Okonkwo’s family placing each child with the correct wife (Be sure to include Ikemefuna).     

5. What did Ezinma want to do for her father?  What was Okonkwo’s response? 

Chapter 6  

Explain the events that happen in Chapter 6.   

Chapter 7

1. Why did Okonkwo begin to have the boys come to sit in his obi?  How does Nwoye feel about the time he spends with his father? 

2. How does the village respond to the locusts?  Would you have expected this response?  Why? 

3. What does Umuofia decide to do with Ikemefuna?  Why?  

4. What does Ezeudu suggest to Okonkwo?  Why?  

5. What does Ikemefuna think about during his walk with the men from the village?  Why do you think Achebe chose to leave Ikemefuna’s song in Ibo?  

6. What is Okonkwo’s reaction to Ikemefuna when he ran toward him in the forest?  Why did he react this way?  Do you think he should have listened to Ezeudu’s advice?  Why?  

7. What is Nwoye’s response to his father’s return from the forest?  What does it remind him of? 

Chapter 8 

1. What are Okonkwo’s physical and mental responses to what happened in the forest?  

2. Why does Okonkwo wish Ezinma was a boy?  

3. What is Obierika’s reason for not going with the other men of the village (when they took Ikemefuna)?  What does he say to Okonkwo about him attending?  

4. How do the men decide the bride price for Obierika’s daughter?  

5. What other customs do the men mention that other tribes have?  Do white men seem to be a reality to them or an idea?  

Questions Chapter 9

1. How many children had Ekwefi borne?  How many of them lived?   

2. What is an ogbanje?  

3. What did the medicine man ask Ezinma to find?  Why?  

4. How does Okonkwo help his daughter?  

5. Why is Oknonkwo’s response to Ezinma’s sickness significant?  What does it show about Okonkwo’s character?  

Questions Chapter 10 

1. Who are the egwugwu?  How do the women respond to them?  Who are they really, and why do you think no one mentions this?     

2. How do the egwugwu address the humans?  

3. What case is being presented to the egwugwu?   

4. What is significant about the egwugwu settling the cases, instead of the men of the village?

Questions Chapter 11 

1. What is the purpose of the folktale Ekwefi tells Ezinma?  

2. Why does Chielo come to Okonkwo’s compound?  What does Okonkwo tell Chielo?  Why?  

3. Do you think it is right for Ekwefi to follow Chielo?  Why? 

4. What oath does Ekwefi swear to herself outside of the cave?  Would you have made the same oath to yourself?  

5. While Ekwefi and Okonkwo wait together, what does she recall?  

6. What do you think is Achebe’s purpose for including this chapter?  

Questions Chapter 12

1. What special event is the village preparing for? 

2. What has made Okonkwo so tired?  Why is this significant? 

3. How many pots of wine do the men feel will be sufficient?  How many pots arrive in total?  

4. How does this ceremony compare to that of our own? 

Questions Chapter 13

1. What does the ekwe announce?  What does this announcement make Okonkwo remember? 

2. What role did the egwugwu play in the ceremony?  Why did they have such a great presence during this ceremony?  

3. What crime is committed at the climax of the ceremony?  Who commits the crime?  What has to be done now as a result of the crime committed?  

4. What are Obierika’s thoughts as this chapter comes to an end?  Do you agree with him?  Why?  

5. What do you feel is the purpose of Part One of the book?  

Part 2 

Chapter 14 

1. What progress has Okonkwo made building his new compound?  

2. How has Okonkwo’s character changed?  Use quotes from the text to explain/support.  

3. What do you learn about the wedding rituals in this chapter?  

4. What is the purpose for Uchendu calling the family together?  What lesson do you think he is trying to teach Okonkwo?  

Chapter 15 

1. During his visit, what story does Obierika tell Okonkwo?  Why is this important?  Be sure to use specific details.  

2. What lesson was Uchendu trying to teach with the “Mother Kite” folktale?

3. How is Obierika helping Okonkwo?  Why?  

Chapter 16 

1. What is the reason for Obierika second visit?  

2. How have the missionaries affected Mbanta?  What is Okonkwo’s reaction to the missionaries?  

3. Which character is greatly affected by the missionaries?  Why is this significant?  How does this relate to his response to the news of Ikemefuna’s death?  

4. How do you feel this will affect the relationship with his father?  Explain using specific examples.  

Chapter 17  

1. Why does the clan decide to grant the request of the missionaries?  What do the tribesmen expect to happen to the missionaries?  Do you think this was the right decision?  Explain why or why not.  

2. Who is Mr. Kiaga and what is his role?  

3. What type of people become converts?  

4. What is Okonkwo’s reaction to Nwoye’s decision?  

Chapter 18 
1. How would you describe the relationship between the tribesmen and the missionaries?  Are the missionaries continuing to follow the rules of the tribe?  Explain.  

2. What role do the outcasts play in the church?  Why is this significant?  

3. Who kills the sacred python?  What action does the tribe decide to take and why?  Do you believe this is right response?  

4. How does Okonkwo feel about the tribe’s decision?  Why?  

Chapter 19  

1. How does Okonkwo feel about his seven years in exile?  Do you think he has changed as a person?  Explain.  

2. How does he prepare to return to Umuofia?  What is he expecting when he returns?  

3. What is significant about the speech given by the elder at the farewell gathering?  

Part Three 

Chapter 20 

1. What message does Okonkwo give his sons before they leave?  Why?  

2. What does he ask of his daughters?  Why?  

3. How had the village changed?  Did Okonkwo get the expected response from the village upon his return?   

4. What does Obierika tell Okonkwo in regards to the changes in the village? 

Chapter 21 

1. Explain, using specific examples, how Mr. Brown taught his religion to the converts/tribesmen.  Why was his way of teaching effective?  

2. How did the village change as a result of Mr. Brown’s teachings?  How does Okonkwo feel about the change?  

Chapter 22 

1. Compare and contrast Mr. Brown and Mr. Smith.  Which man do you agree with more?  Explain why using specific examples.  

2. What does Enoch do?  Why does this cause such a disruption in the village?  

3. What is the village’s reaction to what Enoch did?  

Chapter 23 

1. How does Okonkwo feel after the tribesmen’s actions? 

2. How are the men tricked into being captured?  

3. What happened to the men while they were imprisoned?  How did the imprisoned men respond?  

4. What was the message that was sent to the rest of the village?  How does the village respond?  

Chapter 24 

1. Once released, how does Okonkwo feel and expect from the village?  Why is he concerned about who speaks during the town meeting?  

2. Who creates a disruption during the meeting?  Why is this person present?  

3. What is Okonkwo’s reaction to the person causing the disruption?  Why does he react this way?    

Chapter 25 

1. What do Obierika and the other men reveal to the Commissioner?     

2. What does Obierika ask of the Commissioner?  Why?  

3. What is significant about the closing passage of the book?  How does it relate to Achebe’s (the author) purpose for writing the book?  

4. Why do you think Okonkwo chose his final action?  Do you think was an honorable action?  

5. Is Okonkwo a dynamic or static character?  Explain using specific examples.  

