Timed Writing Essay: 50 mins 
	Things Fall Apart in class

 Essay
Student Name 

	
	Exceeds Requirements

(8)
	Meets Requirements

(6)
	Missing a few elements

(4)
	Does not meet Requirements

(2)

	Grammar

X 1

(8 points possible)
	Writer makes up to three errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Writer makes 4-5 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Writer makes 6-7 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.
	Writer makes more than 8 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content.

	Main Idea

X 3

(24 points possible)
	There is one clear, well-focused topic. 
	Main idea is clear but the writer strays from the topic occasionally. 
	Main idea is not clear, but can be inferred.


	The main idea is not clear. There is a seemingly random collection of information.

	SHOW vs Tell

X 3

(24 points possible)
	Relevant, telling, details give the reader important information that goes beyond the

obvious or predictable.  
	Supporting points and information are relevant, but overall they do not stand out from other essays.
	Some supporting information is evident, but it is not contribute very much to the overall topic of the essay OR there is some inaccurate info
	Supporting information is typically unclear or not related to the topic.  

	Introduction

X 2

(16 points possible)
	The introduction is inviting, states the main topic and previews the structure 
	The introduction clearly states the main topic and previews the structure of the paper, but is not particularly inviting.  
	The introduction states the main topic, but does not adequately preview structure of the paper nor is it particularly inviting. 
	There is no clear introduction of the main topic or structure of the paper.  

	Conclusion

X 2

(16 points possible)
	The conclusion is strong; leaves the reader with a feeling that she under-stands what the writer is "getting at."
	The conclusion is recognizable and ties up almost all the loose ends, but it largely restates thesis.
	The conclusion is recognizable, but does not tie up several loose ends.
	There is no clear conclusion, the paper just ends.

	Structure

X1

(8 points possible)
	The paper is well organized and easy to follow.
	The paper shows signs of organization, but some transitions are weak or missing.
	There is little evidence of an organizing structure for the paper OR it lacks transitions OR does not have paragraphs.
	There is no evidence of organization.  The information presented lacks unity and coherence.


____________ /96 points

__________/4 points for incl. prewriting

Essay Question:  Achebe uses an array of elements to create a realistic and symbolic setting for the novel Things Fall Apart.  Choose a series of symbols, uses of figurative language, themes, or character development and discuss how this symbol, theme, language, or character is developed throughout the story.  

You should include textual examples, a discussion of why the author uses this element, and the roll that this element plays in the overall development in the story.  

All Essays Should Have:

-An inviting introduction, or “hook”

-A conclusion that does more than simply restate your thesis

-Supporting evidence from the film that shows rather than tells the reader why your point is valid

You will need to have evidence of some form of prewriting, and your final draft needs to be 2-3 pages in length (double spaced, front and back).  If you finish early, be sure to go back and check your work for spelling and grammatical errors.

