THE DEVIL AND TOM WALKER GUIDE


NAME _________________

1. What words and phrases in paragraphs three and five describe Tom and his wife?

2. For what reasons does Tom’s wife make two trips to the swamp?  What are some of the stories used to attempt to explain her fate?

3. What must Tom do in exchange for the pirate’s treasure?

4. Why does Tom eventually become a violent churchgoer?  How else does he try to cheat the devil?

5. What indicates that Tom is taken by surprise when the devil claims him at the end of the story?  What happens to Tom’s possessions?

6. What do the trees in the wooded swamp represent?  Why have the names been scored on these trees?

7. Irving describes land speculation as a “fever” and the speculators as “patients.”  What do you think he is trying to say through these metaphors about the love of money?

8. What is the “one condition which need not be mentioned” that is understood to be a part of all contracts made with the devil?  Explain.

9. “The devil and Tom Walker is a folk tale.  In these tales, the tone is somewhat humorous, the main characters are types rather than individual personalities, and many events are not believable or relating to the supernatural.  Describe an example of each characteristic in this story.

10. In your opinion, could Tom have escaped the consequences of his bargain with Old Scratch?  Explain.

11. Some tales about pacts with the devil end tragically for the hero, illustrating the moral that one should never sell one’s soul.  Explain whether or not you think this story is a tragedy.  What, if any, is the moral of this story? 

