In The Things They Carried, O’Brien explores not only what the soldiers literally carry, but also the figurative things that weigh them down. There are many things that ALL of the men carry. Some, though, are unique to each soldier, and it is from these that we can infer their individual character traits.

	SOLDIER’S NAME
	WHAT SOLDIER

LITERALLY

CARRIES
	
	WHAT WE CAN INFER ABOUT SOLDIER’S CHARACTER FROM THINGS HE CARRIES

	TED LAVENDER
	
	
	

	JIMMY CROSS
	
	
	

	HENRY DOBBINS
	
	
	

	DAVE JENSEN
	
	
	

	NORMAN BOWKER
	
	
	

	KIOWA
	
	
	

	MITCHELL  SANDERS
	
	
	

	RAT KILEY
	
	
	


