Propaganda Techniques in Thomas Paine’s “The Crisis Number 1”
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Questions for reflection in Thomas Paine’s The Crisis
1. Define “summer soldier” and “sunshine patriot,” as seen in The American Crisis.

2. Explain Paine’s comparison of tyranny to Hell, determine and explain why this is either a metaphor or a simile (choose one and explain), and explain how this comparison leads to the theory that their triumph will be more glorious.

3. Explain Paine’s reason for why God will help them rather than the British. Your answer should include why he believes he needs to explain this—in other words, why God’s favor may be a comfort or an incentive to fight.

4. What does Paine predict will happen until America is free of foreign dominion? Explain how this prediction relates to the man who wants peace in his time.

5. Explain the extended metaphor (a metaphor that is introduced and then elaborated upon) at the conclusion of the text.

7.  Highlight and label one example of each of the following rhetorical strategies within the text:  a) rhetorical question (a question that requires no spoken answer)  b) repetition d) restatement.  

