“The You Save May Be Your Own” by Flannery O’Connor 
1. How could the old woman tell that Mr. Shiftlet was not harmful?

2. How does O’Connor describe the old woman?

3. What significance could there be in O’Connor describing Shiftlet as “a crooked cross” on page 675?

4. Why does the old woman refuse to take any chewing gum from Shiftlet?

5. When Shiftlet tells about his life (page 676), what clues do we get that he is not telling the truth?

6. What does Shiflet mean when he says that he has a “moral intelligence”?

7. What is ridiculous about the old woman telling Shiftlet that the monks sleeping in their coffins weren’t as advanced as they are?

8. What plans did the old woman have for Shiftlet?

9. What does the fact that Shiftlet refuses to even look at his new bride tell us about his feelings for her?

10. How does the boy working at the diner describe Lucynell?

11. What is ironic about Shiftlet asking the Lord to wash the slime from the Earth?

