Things Fall Apart Study Questions

Chapter One: 

1. Note how Achebe immediately establishes his perspective from inside Umuofia (which is Ibo for "people of the forest") in the first sentence. The wider world consists of the group of nine related villages which comprise Umuofia and certain other villages like Mbaino. What are Okonkwo's main characteristics as he is depicted in the first few chapters? List as many as you can, being as specific as possible. What were the characteristics of his father which affect him so powerfully? 

Chapter Two 

2. In what ways does Okonkwo overcompensate for his father's weaknesses? In what ways is he presented as unusual for his culture? What is his attitude toward women? Why does he dislike his son Nwoye so much? 

Chapter Three 

3. How is awareness of rank observed in the drinking of the palm wine? Note that this chapter contains another proverb about proverbs. How does share-cropping work? What is the relationship of women to agriculture? Note that a customary way of committing suicide in this culture is hanging. How does Okonkwo react to "the worst year in living memory?" 

Chapter Four 

4. What are Okonkwo's virtues? What are his faults? What does this proverb mean, "When a man says yes his chi says yes also"? What is Okonkwo's relationship with Ikemefuna like? What is the crime that causes Okonkwo to be reprimanded?
Chapter Seven 

5. How has Nwoye begun to "act like a man"? What values does Okonkwo associate with manliness? How does Nwoye relate to these values? Why is Okonkwo asked not to take part in the killing of Ikemefuna? Why do you suppose they have decided to kill the boy? Why do you think Achebe does not translate the song that Ikemefuna remembers as he walks along? A matchet is a large knife (Spanish machete). Why does Okonkwo act as he does? 

Chapter Eight 

6. Note the continued treatment of the theme of the variability of values. How is the notion of white men first introduced into the story? Why might Africans suppose that they have no toes? What sorts of attitudes are associated with white men in this passage? 

Chapter Eleven 

7. What is the moral of the fable of the tortoise? What values does it reflect? What does the incident involving the priestess of Agbala reflect about the values of the culture? 

Chapter Thirteen 

8. Okonkwo has killed people before this. What makes this incident so serious, though it would be treated as a mere accident under our law? 

Chapter Fourteen 

9. In Part One we were introduced to an intact and functioning culture. It may have had its faults, and it accommodated deviants like Okonkwo with some difficulty, but it still worked as an organic whole. It is in Part Two that things begin to fall apart. How does Okonkwo's exile in Mbanta not only a personal disaster, but a removal from his home village at a crucial time so that he returns to a changed world which can no longer adapt to him?
10. What is the significance of comparing Okonkwo to a fish out of water? How does Okonkwo's lack of understanding of the importance of women reflect on him? 

Chapter Sixteen 

11. Why do you think Nwoye has become a Christian? Why does the new religion appeal to Nwoye? 

Chapter Nineteen 

12. Note how traditional Umuofian custom can welcome back an erring member once he has paid for his crime. In many cultures Okonkwo would be treated as a pariah, but this culture has ways of accommodating such a person without destroying him, and in fact encouraging him to give of his best. What does the final speaker say is the main threat posed by Christianity? 

Chapter Twenty 

13. Okonkwo's relationship to the newcomers is exacerbated by the fact that he has a very great deal at stake in maintaining the old ways. All his hopes and dreams are rooted in the continuance of the traditional culture. How can his extreme reaction be explained?
14. What clashes in values are created by the functioning of the British courts? Note the final phrase of Obierika's last speech, alluding to the title of the novel. 

Chapter Twenty-One 

15. Note the recurrence of the phrase "falling apart" in the last sentence of the chapter.  Why does Achebe include this phrase?
Chapter Twenty-Four 

16. Once again Okonkwo uses his matchet rashly, bringing disaster on his head. But he could be viewed as a defiant hero defending his people's way of life. What do you think of his act? 

Chapter Twenty-Five 

17. Why do you think Okonkwo kills himself? What is your reaction to the final paragraph of the book? Analyze it.

