The Things They Carried

Test Outline

Part One: Critical Reading 

This reading is a passage that you have never seen before, and you will have to answer questions about it.

Part Two:  The Things They Carried
Use your quizzes and study questions as a guide for this section of the test

Part Three: Grammar- Sentence Corrections

Part Four: Vocabulary- Study the following words

Boisterous
Candor
Eviscerated
Pellucid
Rapport
Skewed
Verisimilitude
Vignettes
Part Five: Questions on the following readings:

“Wooden People”

“Cupid and Psyche”

Flood story from “Genesis”

Essay Question 

You have the option to bring in a 3 x 5 inch note card with PREWRITING ONLY for your essay.

Choose one of the following questions and write a 3-5 paragraph response (on a separate sheet of paper) based on your understanding of the novel. Be sure to use paragraphs, have a clear introduction and conclusion, and support your assertions with examples from the text.  Essays will be assessed on both the quality of the writing as well as demonstration in your essay that you have read and understand the literature selection.

Choice 1) According to O’Brien, how do you tell a true war story?  What does he mean when he writes of one story, “That’s a true story that never happened?”  Use one of his war stories from the novel to illustrate and support your response.
Choice 2)  Comment on three characters' loss of innocence in the novel, more specifically how these characters move from innocence of war to experience of the ravages of Vietnam. What is the catalyst for their change? Do you think these characters completely lose their innocence, and if they do, how does O'Brien demonstrate this?


