Who was Gatsby??? 

Writing Activity

It is obvious to me that the character Gatsby was Jewish, not Black. His name was originally Gatz. Gatz or Getz is a common Jewish name. His first name was Jay, another common Jewish name usually representing Jacob. It was common for Jews to change their names coming to this country in the early part of the 20th century since many Anglo immigration agents couldn't deal with Eastern European names and Anglicized them. Many Jews chose to have English-sounding names to make themselves more acceptable in the Anglo society. This is just what Gatsby did.

-- Linda Dorfmont

"Gatsby" was about class more than anything else. Both in the terms of rich vs. working class and in terms of people from pedigreed families vs. people from broken homes. Secondarily it was about the Midwesterner as outsider in the East. 

Fitzgerald was a straightforward writer and if he had meant for Gatsby to be a passing black, it would have been clearly indicated in the text. 

-- Joy Shaffer 

Thompson's theory reminds me of a satirical term paper I wrote as a high school sophomore. I proposed that the movie "The Wizard of Oz" was a drug parable. Dorothy was on an acid trip (LSD was discovered the year before the movie was made); the Wicked Witch tried to kill Dorothy and her gang with bad heroin -- the poppy field. And the Good Witch revived them with cocaine -- falling snow. My "reasoning" went on and on. 

I knew I was I kidding. 

-- Kent Westmoreland

Homework Due:   Friday, April 22nd

Write a two paragraph response to the article that we read in class today.  In your paragraph discuss whether you agree or disagree with the following view points.  You MUST have specific evidence from the text to support your answer.
