Writing a Biopoem for Things Fall Apart 

Rationale: Biopoems are a creative way for students to experiment with writing poetry and at the same time synthesize what they have learned about a character. A biopoem is a form of poetry that follows a strict format. This structure makes writing the poem far easier for the novice poet.

Instructions: 

Line 1. First name
Line2. Four traits 
Line 3. Relative (brother, sister, daughter, etc.) of 
Line 4. Lover of _____(list three things or people) 
Line 5. Who feels (three items) 
Line 6. Who needs (three items) 
Line 7. Who fears (three items) 
Line 8. Who gives (three items) 
Line 9. Who would like to see (three items) 
Line 10. Resident of
Line 11. Last name 

Sample Biopoem for Things Fall Apart:
Ikemefuna 
From another clan, payment for a father's sin; desired, older brother but not quite kin; 
Son of unseen parents, 
Lover of his mother, his little sister, and his new found brother, 
Who feels confused, accepted, then nothing. 
Who needs to be comforted, loved, and pardoned; 
Who fears Okonkwo, the tribesman, and the long walk home; 
Who gives up his heritage, gives his obedience, give nothing less than his life. 
Who would like to see his homeland, his real family, and another day. 
Resident of Umuofia, 
Property of the clan. 

 

