Annotations & Annotated Bibliographies
Your point in conducting research is to find if and how other people agree and disagree with your arguments.  You are not reading journal articles in order to copy (steal) someone else’s beliefs but rather see how they could enlighten your own.  That being said, realize this:  You will rarely find articles that say exactly what you want them to say.  It doesn’t work that way and it’s not supposed to.  Just to give you an idea:  you may photocopy and annotate 6 journal articles and only use one quote from each.  You will pull a little piece from this article, fill in your own interpretation, then add a different take on the situation from another source, and argue the evidence of another.  You will look and skim through many journal articles before you ever see one that looks like it may work for your topic.  Don’t get discouraged; it will all come together for you.
In order to effectively use research articles, you need to understand them.  Scientific research articles are particularly challenging so you’re going to have to work at understanding and you will do this by completing two tasks.

Task 1:  Take notes in the margins of your articles; highlighting may occur but it in and of itself is not note-taking or note-making.  Just a reminder that note-taking is where you clarify the author’s points and summarize; note-making is where you draw your own  connections with the journal articles and your primary text.  You must do both in order to receive full credit
Task 2:  Complete an summative, evaluative, and reflective annotation.  This is a short writing about the article.  Depending on the length of your journal articles, your annotation may be a paragraph or it may be a page and a half.  Effective annotated bibliographies address the following issues:

Part 1:  Summative

· describe the content and focus of the book or article, as a book report might
· give an overview of the arguments and evidence addressed in the work and note the resulting conclusion 

· When appropriate, they describe the author's methodology or approach to material. 

Part 2:  Evaluative

A.  Authority 

· What is the background of the author(s) and/or journal?

· What type of audience is the author addressing? 
· Are there any limitations that the item may have, e.g. timeliness etc?
· Are there possible shortcomings or bias in the work?
B. 
Objective Reasoning 

· What is the main purpose and scope of the cited work?
· Evaluate the support used in the item

· Are the assumptions reasonable?  Note errors or omissions. 

· Discuss any conclusions the author(s) may have made 

· Compare or contrast this work with another you have cited


C.:  Reflective

· Explain the source's usefulness to your research

· How does it help you shape your argument? 
· How (if at all) has it changed how you think about your topic?
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