Archetypes vs. Stereotypes

Stereotypes are oversimplified generalizations about people usually stemming from prejudice. Stereotypes are considered to be a group concept, held by one social group about another. 

Archetypes aren’t formed from one individual’s or social group’s view of people, but from the entire human race’s experience of people. Judgment and assumptions are absent.

Often a stereotype is a negative caricature or inversion of some positive characteristic possessed by members of a group, exaggerated to the point where it becomes repulsive or ridiculous.

Stereotype production is based on:

· Simplification 

· Exaggeration or distortion 

· Generalization 

· Presentation of cultural attributes as being 'natural'. 

Stereotypes are seen by many as undesirable beliefs which can be changed through education and/or familiarization. However, stereotypes need not be confined to negative characterizations about individuals or groups, and can thus have positive characterizations.

There are also genuinely positive stereotypes about groups. 

