Miss Krell

Honors II English

October 13, 2009

The Crucible – Essay Time!

The time has come, my dear students, to write your essay on The Crucible!  We are going to go through the writing process one step at a time, and I will be here to assist you throughout the process.  You will have some choice in terms of what you write, so you can choose whether you would like to write a detailed analysis of a character or connect the play to recent events, such as terrorism.  So, now that you’re all done moaning about having to write an essay (, let’s begin! 


Directions:

1. Choose one of the three essay prompts provided. 

2. Prewriting: Create an outline.  Your outline will be handed in on: Thursday, October 15th. 

3. Drafting: Write a rough draft that is at least 2 typed pages. Due: Monday, October 19th.
4. Revising: Second Draft Due: Wednesday, October 21st.  You must

5. Proofreading: In class peer editing.

6. Publishing: Final Revision Due (at least 3 typed pages): October 27th.

7. Presenting: Give your class a brief synopsis of what your paper was about! We all want to know! (October 27) 

*If you are unable to type your paper/outline, please let me know as soon as possible. 

Choose One of the Topics Below

Topic One: Witch-Hunts That Don’t Have Witches (Making Connections) 

Prompt: While learning about The Crucible we have repeatedly discussed hysteria, what a with-hunt is, and the parallels that can be drawn between McCarthyism and the Salem Witch Trials.  Unfortunately, the effects of hysteria are not isolated to only McCarthyism and the Salem Witch Trials.  Write a paper that draws a connection between the mind set, hysteria, and negative effects that occurred in The Crucible to another actual event where groups of people were persecuted based on their race, religion, gender, or beliefs. Throughout your paper you must repeatedly provide evidence with page numbers (MLA citation) that the occurrence you picked is similar to the hysteria in The Crucible. 

· Some topics to compare the hysteria in The Crucible to are the Holocaust, apartheid in South Africa, terrorism, the ongoing situation in Darfur, and the Bosnian Civil Wars from 1992 to 1995. If you would like to write a paper comparing The Crucible to something not listed you must first have your topic idea approved by me. 

Note: This will be a difficult and research-intensive paper to write, but it will be extremely rewarding to find the connections and understand how events related to hysteria have happened throughout our past…and are happening right now. 

Resource Suggestion: http://www.genocideintervention.net/educate/genocide

Topic Two: Character Changes – John Proctor

Prompt: Arthur Miller often creates characters who must choose between conduct serving only their own self-interests and conduct demonstrating commitment to the larger community.  Discuss the theme of “individual vs. society” with specific reference to John Proctor in The Crucible.  This means you must show a progression from the beginning of the play to the end.  Your explanation must have examples that deal with character development. Cite specific examples from the play to prove your assertions.

Questions to consider when writing this paper: When does Proctor act for himself?  When does he act for the greater good (Salem)? How/when does his character change?  Use the character chart made in class for some guidance. 

Topic Three: Character Changes - Hale

Prompt: Discuss the changes that Reverend Hale undergoes in the course of the play.  What is his central conflict?  Start with his initial opinion of what is happening in Salem based on his experience in these matters.  Next, describe what he learns through interviewing other characters.  Finally, evaluate if his thoughts on what was occurring is in fact accurate and why.  Cite specific examples from the play to prove your assertions.

Questions to consider when writing this paper: What type of person is Hale at the beginning of the play?  When/why does his character change?  What does this character change cause? Use the character chart made in class for some guidance. 
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Name:______________

Period:____

Checklist

(for turning in your final paper)

Hand this checklist in with your final paper.  When you turn your final paper in your will also hand in, in the following order, (1) this checklist, (2) your final paper, (3) MLA Citation page, (4) your filled out rubric, (5) your first draft, (6) peer editing sheet, (7) self-revision sheet, and (8) your outline.

Check off each item if it is completed.  Make sure ALL items are checked off before handing in your paper.

· I have completed my final paper

· I have included my first draft

· I have included my outline

· I have filled out the rubric and written the grade I think I have earned

· I self-revised my own paper

· I have included my peer editing sheet

· I have included my self-revision sheet

· I have included my MLA Citation sheet

· I have stapled my paper and all other materials together before coming to school (
· I feel I have put enough effort into my paper and am proud of the product

Your Rubric // Name:____________________ – Fill this rubric out to determine what grade you believe you deserve. 

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Content/Ideas

· Essay has a strong thesis statement

· Clearly answers essay prompt

· Exceptionally clear focus throughout

· Rich details that support thesis 

· Clear purpose
	
	
	
	

	Organization

· Essay ideas are presented in a logical and well thought out order

· Paragraphs smoothly flow into each other

· Strong introduction that brings reader “into” the essay

· Conclusion neatly ties essay together and brings reader back to thesis
	
	
	
	

	Editing

· There is strong evidence from the first draft that time was spent rewording and reorganizing the essay to make it a stronger piece of writing

· There is evidence in the final draft that students used suggestions from peer editing and self-revision sheet.
	
	
	
	

	Voice

· Writing style makes the topic come “alive” (writing is engaging and exciting to read)

· Voice (tone, word choice, etc.) shows exceptionally strong sense of audience and purpose
	
	
	
	

	Mechanics

· Writing has few (if any) spelling errors

· Writer exhibits strong grammatical skills

· There is tense agreement, subject-verb agreement, etc. throughout essay
	
	
	
	

	Evidence

· Every paragraph provides evidence from The Crucible that supports their claim(s)

· Evidence is cited in proper MLA format

· Arguments are not simply stated; they are explained and defended. 
	
	
	
	

	Materials Provided

· All of the following are included: (1) the checklist, (2) your final paper, (3) MLA Citation page, (4) your filled out rubric (this sheet), (5) your first draft, (6) peer editing sheet, (7) self-revision sheet, and (8) your outline.
	
	
	
	


Add up points you checked off above: _____

Next, divide the above number by 28, then multiply it by 100: __________ ( This is the grade you gave yourself. 

Miss Krell’s Rubric 

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Content/Ideas

· Essay has a strong thesis statement

· Clearly answers essay prompt

· Exceptionally clear focus throughout

· Rich details that support thesis 

· Clear purpose
	
	
	
	

	Organization

· Essay ideas are presented in a logical and well thought out order

· Paragraphs smoothly flow into each other

· Strong introduction that brings reader “into” the essay

· Conclusion neatly ties essay together and brings reader back to thesis
	
	
	
	

	Editing

· There is strong evidence from the first draft that time was spent rewording and reorganizing the essay to make it a stronger piece of writing

· There is evidence in the final draft that students used suggestions from peer editing and self-revision sheet.
	
	
	
	

	Voice

· Writing style makes the topic come “alive” (writing is engaging and exciting to read)

· Voice (tone, word choice, etc.) shows exceptionally strong sense of audience and purpose
	
	
	
	

	Mechanics

· Writing has few (if any) spelling errors

· Writer exhibits strong grammatical skills

· There is tense agreement, subject-verb agreement, etc. throughout essay
	
	
	
	

	Evidence

· Every paragraph provides evidence from The Crucible that supports their claim(s)

· Evidence is cited in proper MLA format

· Arguments are not simply stated; they are explained and defended. 
	
	
	
	

	Materials Provided

· All of the following are included: (1) the checklist, (2) your final paper, (3) MLA Citation page, (4) your filled out rubric (this sheet), (5) your first draft, (6) peer editing sheet, (7) self-revision sheet, and (8) your outline.
	
	
	
	


Raw Score: _____   //   Converted Score: __________ ( This is the score Miss Krell gave you 

Comments: 

Name:_____________________

Period:_____

Prewriting: Always Create an Outline!

Essay topic chosen: ________________________________

Essay Title: _______________________________________

Introductory Paragraph

· Audience: Your audience is the whole class.  Make sure you write something you’re really proud of since your classmates will be reading it during peer editing, and because you will be presenting what you write.

· Purpose of essay:_____________________________________________________________________

· Opening Sentence (how will you bring the reader into your essay?: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Thesis statement (spend a lot of time coming up with this): ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Body Paragraph One

· Topic Sentence (what is this paragraph about?): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Evidence - one quote from The Crucible that supports this paragraph (don’t forget the page number): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Closing sentence (write a sentence that ties this paragraph back to the thesis statement in your introductory paragraph): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Body Paragraph Two

· Topic Sentence (what is this paragraph about?): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Evidence - one quote from The Crucible that supports this paragraph (don’t forget the page number): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Closing sentence (write a sentence that ties this paragraph back to the thesis statement in your introductory paragraph): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Body Paragraph Three

· Topic Sentence (what is this paragraph about?): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Evidence - one quote from The Crucible that supports this paragraph (don’t forget the page number): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Closing sentence (write a sentence that ties this paragraph back to the thesis statement in your introductory paragraph): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Body Paragraph Four (this paragraph is not required, but highly recommended) 

· Topic Sentence (what is this paragraph about?): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Evidence - one quote from The Crucible that supports this paragraph (don’t forget the page number): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Closing sentence (write a sentence that ties this paragraph back to the thesis statement in your introductory paragraph): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion Paragraph

· Summative Statement (bring us back to your thesis statement): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Recap (briefly remind us of what you said and why it matters): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· The “So-What” Statement (Ok, I read your essay, but so what?  Explain why what you’ve said throughout your essay is important): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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