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Water's properties make it vital for life itself.
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The earth's fresh water supply cannot be refreshed. When what we have is gone, there will be no more.
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Is there more fresh water in ice caps, glaciers, and deep underground than there is in rivers and lakes?
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a.

There is more fresh water in ice caps, glaciers, and deep underground. 
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b.

There is more fresh water in rivers and lakes. 
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What do we call the precipitation that can be counted on as a stable source of water from year to year?
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a.

surface runoff 
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b.

watershed accumulation 
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c.

seasonal flooding 
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d.

reliable runoff 
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Aquifers are replenished through a process called:
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a.

natural recharge. 
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b.

saturation. 
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c.

percolation. 
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d.

annual runoff. 
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The water table:
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a.

goes up and down depending on precipitation. 
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b.

is located below the zone of saturation. 
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c.

sits below the aquifer. 
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d.

is a stable and fixed supply of fresh water. 
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Which water supply problem describes the United States?
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a.

Insufficient supply of renewable fresh water. 
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b.

Uneven distribution of fresh water resources. 
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c.

Disastrous seasonal flooding. 
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d.

Too many population centers in waterlogged areas. 
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Most Americans get their water from ________.
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a.

wells 
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b.

private water companies 
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c.

public utilities 
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d.

aqueducts 
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Which of the following is not a purpose of a dam?
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a.

Capture and store runoff. 
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b.

Reduce downstream flow. 
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c.

Flood control. 

[image: image84.wmf]
d.

Provide recreational areas. 
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Which body of water has been shrinking as a result of large-scale fresh water transfer?
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a.

The Bering Sea 
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b.

The Great Salt Lake 

[image: image93.wmf]
c.

The Aral Sea 
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d.

Lake Tahoe 
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Aquifers are threatened by all but which of the following events?
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a.

subsidence 
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b.

evaporation 
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c.

overpumping 
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d.

urban development 
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Water treaties cover underground aquifers that traverse nations.
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Water in the United States is inexpensive because it is so abundant.
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How do most farmers irrigate their crops?
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a.

surge valve sprinklers 
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b.

drip irrigation 
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c.

flood irrigation 
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d.

center-pivot sprinklers 
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Which of the following human-caused activities has contributed to flooding?
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a.

heavy rains 
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b.

deforestation 
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c.

farming 
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d.

restoring wetlands 
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Which of the following is the most environmentally sound approach to reducing flood risks?

[image: image143.wmf]
a.

restoring wetlands 
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b.

channeling rivers 
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c.

building dams 
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d.

building levees 
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What is the difference between point and nonpoint pollution?
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a.

the type of waterway it enters 

[image: image154.wmf]
b.

the chemicals 
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c.

the source 
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d.

the toxicity 
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Which of the following is not a major source of water pollution?
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a.

industrial facilities 
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b.

household dumping 
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c.

mining 
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d.

agriculture 
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________ is essential to stream and river life.
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a.

Nitrogen 
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b.

Low pH 
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c.

Warm temperature 
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d.

Oxygen 
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________ of leaking industrial waste ponds are located within one mile of a drinking water well.
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a.

One-third 
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b.

One-half 
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c.

One-quarter 
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d.

One-eighth 
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Most oil pollution of oceans occurs because of tanker spills and offshore drilling accidents.
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Most cities in developing countries discharge ________ sewage into rivers and lakes.
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a.

treated 
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b.

untreated 
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Why is water so important, how much fresh water is available to us, and how much of it are we using?

What causes freshwater shortages, and what can we do about these problems?

What are the major water pollution problems affecting streams, lakes, and groundwater?
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