ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE








Fall Semester 2009
H-107
Mr. William Mclain (mclain@fultonschools.org)

Mr. Gary Colangelo ((Colangelo@fultonschools.org) 
Textbook: Miller, G. Tyler (2006). Environmental Science: 11th Edition. The United States of America: Thomson Learning Inc. $ 88.50
Students are financially responsible for all books issued by CHS. Textbooks may not be left in classrooms and teachers are not responsible for the whereabouts of your book. The copy which was issued must be turned in at the end of the course.  You will not receive credit for turning in another student's book and may not turn in replacement books.  The cost of replacement will be assessed to any student that fails to turn in the book they were issued or turns in a damaged book. If a book is returned with a damaged, missing or unreadable barcode, then the student will be assessed the full cost of replacement. Students may also be assessed fines for damage received throughout the school year. 
 
Course Description: The purpose of this course is to provide the student with an understanding of how living organisms interact within their environment and the either harmful or beneficial relationship that exist between an organism and its habitat.  Particularly the subject of environmental science incorporates human interactions with their associated environments. It is the goal of environmental science to provide the students with the tools necessary to build a sustainable society. This semester the area of focus will be on examining the natural resources available to man and identifying those that are sustainable and evaluate the relationships that exist in the different ecosystems. The students will also begin to correlate the relationship between population and pollution. Environmental science is a lab based course therefore the students will further their skills in science through the use of laboratory techniques and scientific research.
 

In addition to learning about environmental science, evaluation and review of the concepts involved in the Georgia High School Graduation Test will occur during the semester, in hopes of better preparing the student for passing the science portion of this test. The Georgia High School Graduation Test is the week of March 15th- 19th.



Students may be asked to submit certain assignments through an internet program called TurnItIn.com.  This program gives students the opportunity to review their own writing and correct possible plagiarism errors, thereby not violating the Honor Code. 
 
 
Unit, Course Topic & Standards                         Text References & Time Frame                
   0       Characteristics of Science                                                          
The Characteristics of Science Standards are introduced here and stressed throughout the semester.   Parents and students may view the detailed Georgia Performance Content and Characteristics of Science Standards online at:  http://www.georgiastandards.org./science.asp
 
Unit 1: Understanding The Environment

Chapters 1 & 2             25 days






SEV4: Students will understand and describe availability, allocation and  
conservation of energy and other resources 
 
SEV5: Students will recognize that human beings are part of the global ecosystem and will evaluate the effects of human activities and technology on ecosystems.  
 
 
Unit 2 The Living System


Chapters 3-6, 45 days
 
SEV1:  Students will investigate the flow of energy and cycling of matter within an ecosystem and relate these phenomena to human society. 
 
SEV2:  Students will demonstrate an understanding that the Earth is one interconnected system.
 
SEV3:  Students will describe stability and change in ecosystems.
 
SEV5: Students will recognize that human beings are part of the global ecosystem and will evaluate the effects of human activities and technology on ecosystems.
 
Unit 3 Human Population and Pollution
Chapters 7 and 11 20 days
 
SEV5: Students will recognize that human beings are part of the global ecosystem and will evaluate the effects of human activities and technology on ecosystems.
 
 
Grade Determination: Fulton County Grading Scale will be used for all graded assignments. A=100-90, B=89-80, C=79-70, F=69 and below
 
Grading Procedure:
45% Test and Quizzes: At least one test will be given at the end of each unit. Quizzes will be given as assessments within the unit. A test will come from the material included in that unit, being any homework assignment, lab, notes, quizzes, etc...  Quizzes may either be announced or announced. If you miss a test or quiz, you should make up the assessment within one week of your return, otherwise it will be graded as a recovery grade.
25%Laboratory Activities: Labs will be performed at least once a week. All labs will be completed and turned in by the deadline, which will be at the end of a unit. Late labs will be accepted at a 10 point reduction per day. If you are absent for a lab then please see your instructor for make-up work. This semester you will do two performance assessments, one at the end of Unit One and one at the end of Unit Two.
 
 
15%Homework and Class work: Homework will be assigned when extra time and preparation is needed to learn material. Homework will be checked and collected on a random basis. Class work will be graded on a random basis as well. Late class work and homework will be accepted for half credit. If you are absent it is your responsibility to get the work you have missed.
 
15% Final Exam: This will be a comprehensive exam covering all the units and standards covered throughout the semester. 
Make-up Policy: Make- up work for an absence follows the Fulton County guidelines. For every one day absent you have one day to make up the work. Excused absences are at full credit, while unexcused absences receive a 10% reduction.  It is your responsibility to get the make-up work from us and to schedule any labs, test, or quizzes missed. Test not made up by the next test date will be graded as a recovery grade.
 
RECOVERY:  FULTON COUNTY RECOVERY POLICY:
(High School version) 

Provision for Improving Grades
1.                  Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low
or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required
to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated
a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including 
attendance.


Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery 


opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable


time period for recovery work to be completed during the 


semester.  All recovery work must be directly related to course


objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the


end of the semester.
2.                  Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating
circumstances may improve their grades.
CHATTAHOOCHEE HIGH SCHOOL GUIDELINES:
Recovery is available to students with a cumulative grade below 74% after a minimum of two (2) major grades.  The maximum grade a student can earn for a recovery activity is 70%.  There will be only one recovery opportunity per failed major assignment or test. The individual teacher will determine the means of recovery. THE STUDENT MUST INITIATE THE PROCESS WITHIN FIVE (5) DAYS OF NOTIFICATION OF A FAILING GRADE ON A MAJOR  ASSIGNMENT/TEST.
 
Extra Help: Since science can be a difficult subject, please seek help immediately from me when you need it. It does you no good to wait till test time. I will make myself available before school or after school for individual help.
 
 
Classroom Behavior: All student handbook rules and policies will be enforced in class. The following rules are expected in the classroom:
1)     Be in your seat when the tardy bell rings. Please review Chattahoochee's tardy policy.
2)     Bring all of your materials to class daily.
3)     All music devices and Cell phones may be confiscated.
4)     Be respectful of others in class.
5)     Follow all laboratory safety rules.
6)     No rude behavior will be tolerated.
Failure to follow these rules will result in private detention, a phone call to your parents, or a referral to the appropriate administrator.
 
Honor Code Policy: In an effort to encourage good study habits, fair competition and positive development in the area of academics, the Chattahoochee faculty supports a strong policy on cheating. Cheating is defined as "giving or receiving, in any form, information relating to a gradable experience, either inside or outside of class". I will strictly enforce the honor code policy as described in your student handbook.
 
Technology Code of Ethics: According to Fulton County Schools policy "Students shall not alter or attempt to alter school or private property including technology hardware and software." This includes:
a.      changing desktop settings or control panels on computers
b.     removing or damaging mouse tracking balls, keyboard keys, cables, connectors, network jacks, or any other hardware
c.      modifying computer software
d.      damaging computer disks, CD-ROMs, or other media 
